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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

iN REPLY REFER TO

AGAM-P (M) (9 Feb 68) FOR OT RD-670833 14 February 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 1lth
Armored Cavalry Regiment, Period Ending 31 July 1967 (U)

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation by

accordance with paregraph 6c and d, AR 1-19. Evaluations and core
rective actions should be reported to ACSFOR OT within 90 days of re-
ceipt of covering letter.,

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure
appropriate benefits in the future from Lessons Learned during current
operations, and may be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY

S e Akl
= ajg{,\ Q’cc% j(mm.é% 6' %

ooy NG KENNETH G. WICKHAM
< B Zo . .-3:< Major General, USA
1 %@ Fe Z’ ® )
1 :—;:C 5. .ZG\ {2y Wy ‘%za:ies . The Adjutant General
S, %‘*Q »Q\A 2z (‘:Q: “o"u«
DISTRIBUTION: o S 28 z, 2y, o
Commanding Generals "’ 5;,, 8, iy e

I SCpq
US Continental Army Command L5 = G thy Oty

US Army Combat Developments Comma d 33: Z‘?@cé ;‘beaaz 5270
Commandants R I‘«‘q :»,f?g ap ‘%t,i

US Army Command and General -Staff Collegé O 1.5 o, By ey

US Army War College ‘3.»-,1:‘? o 2

US Army Air Defense School ‘*12'5,03«’8%4

US Army Armor School ~?.‘.9Q; ‘g

US Army Artillery and Missile School

US Army Aviation School REGRADZD u‘(‘,u\SS\HEB

US Army Chemical School WiEH S

US Axmy Civil Affairs School ipene
' US Army Engineexr School CLASSH

US Army Infantry School

US Army Intelligence School

US Army Adjutant General School

US Army Missile and Munitions School

US Army Southeastern Signal School

PARATED FRONC
D INGLOSURES

vm—- VT I ey

f:: "l:[‘ r L3 {‘“[’s‘ 1‘. ’ 3“”5
s Vo) ‘ H
USRI TN

o ot

N




oy - 7 i piod - o v o T
s aioiae-cib N e
P \ i » T
1 R
B X
v Ly CEREE M - . N
‘o P v . = . 5 .
. 3 -
i . . .
. *
~ . » -
© e oo e e LA A,
. " A ‘
o s y »
. @, .
o -
PN 4
' JEOHE =
BB e
N s -,
. m +2 e.m.v . fe——
- ! R o, e
P Wv'. . “ T 2
m.e @ o e
- e -E-2 3 .. .
[ gs ~ — %
B BB . LT \ % .
RN > T A !
I . © ~ el .- -
= rocag - e -
i Lol . .At..\w.m
. b R
B " - weon | - b ™7 .
o i Mg 7 v - h )
A f S ., R} —— -
% 3 TR ™ pevowsry [oder] \ o
E SR g arh v —— Ty
S SR S R 2 =
v - W,. -l oy - - . Pt N
. DR T g -
X . B e Emdarx , - —~ 5\“
ot . \ e
« Aevasrnmrms’ 4 &
EE T e e ey , oy Pl LS
. ;m;h A . szl ; . “.‘ . m
.M«N ' PRV I | 3 e » nIwew c £
v - ) I\\V. . lhls( K M~
LI N 2 b - LA A
I3 e . N —" E
o (/lc\\ . aﬁﬂ Aagaered St 2
- « L. faxidre I3 oo L~
. — Sy H
V.N:Vuu . ~ o @ qHJU p Jy\,.o
ni. ) N - S—
- - * =y ﬁu. —— - .
... X u M‘ I .m,.\\-j n < - - )
- . K d . . |
. . .. flh&\ ﬁ.iu . % oo e § ,
g ~td L ’ o~ 3 ’
- - '\V. - \“& W
- - - -5
-~ . :
~ v . i »_
B . J—
——— ’ ! i
v - — - I
— - - N et ™ .\\ - w
~ N h
\ . afy
- ~ e M -
IR CIR
\ o g&c a
PN = AN i
< ===
-\t . . s O - ’
N\ - R A8 4
- . e ey e o e i - e m—— e ——— 7
e - oo T~ g - - ;
LSRRI S PO | . o T et oo aeen

(e

P ¢




e e e B e e e I T L L N N RN TEE RN RS S Sv et g R R U TN [ i i T R T
[ N N o = - R %, -
AR o
S ~ B . 3
i - N s :
fe . . . . . X < sl
« . . : > . E 3 . (. .
v . . . 4 - 3 -
\ . - - I - s
e ? e -
N NS A N - 3
) i
. . Bl
' o B ™ i H ~ -
‘ N N Zp = - - ~ AT AL 4 . - ¢ RN H N
A - » ~ EEd T . R - e, & x A . * - - * oo
" " v " o LTI - I - PRl ¥ A “x N A y B x b . f ’
o ORI I Pl i ¥ PRI . i PR x 4 . . o
s . A . v e r T “x . . « « » . . + -
N . - - . . - R - S s .
PR - - « ) . - .. . o
- - * B
N N « .
« N 4 -t
. - »
* N N M .
N . » M b
* v *
s . . B
- * N < 4
* ~ “ « - b— =
. i

.
.
.
.
r
d

year
declassifia

arg

CROUP 4

raded at 3.
alg

interv.
atter,

lz_xe

wngrad

) . - . . ‘@
LN . ) . . B <L N Ared oLt :
, . m [ . . . ) T o
. . coe - a8 & ST B ‘
! . . m m .,% N v, . M . & ;p
= m ‘ ) . . ) P ‘
‘ . : 58 & . - ‘ &
’ 1 = m A o © L
‘ . s f B - - 1} . . “ . ' ¥ .

. - - b ,

Ll el b B i e i et




Tihn-

WIEREY, IVrA 0N ik T dan s T YT

"

DED:RTIENT OF THE.ARKY
HEADCUARTERS, 11TH- ARMORED- GAVAIRY- REGIHENT
AP0 SAN FRANCISCC 95257

This Cpérational Roport - Inssons Ioarned {s tho fourth submitted by tho
11th Amored Cavalry Regiment sinco-its arrival in tho: Republic of Viotnam,’

It -has boen prepared in accoxdance with ARt 119" and covors the quorter 1
May 1967 thru 31 July 1967: Pedtinent focts conoorning the-vegimait!s cembat

oporations, civic action activitiea and baso camp dovelopment dm'ing the qwber
are includsd in tiis report,
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L, OCombat Operations

5¢ Training
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f ' 8, Psychological Operations and Civic Action
9, Peorsomnel Requirements for Base Camp Opération
‘ SECTION IX
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CONFIDENTIAL

OPERATICHAL REPORT PR QUARTERLY PERICD ENDING 31 JULY 1967.

SECTION 1
1. (U) GENERAL, - The 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment continued operetions
apainst tho Viet Cong in the Third Corps Tactical Zone (III CTZ) with the 2nd
Squadron of the Plackhorse Regiment continuing to provide cavalry support for
Task Force CREGQN in tho First Corps Tactical Zons (I CIZ).

The areas of operation during thds reporting poriod wore concentrated: primar.
ily 3 the regiment’s Tactical Area of Responsibility (TAR), and Tacticol Arca of
Interost (TAOL), " Initially, however. the rogiment (=) participated in Cperation
MAWHATTAN, & rultiedivisional thrust into the LONG NQUYEN Secrot Zone, long the
suspected headquartors of the IV Military Region. This operation, with tho regimont
undor operational conbrol of tho lsb Infantry Division, torminated on 23 May,

On tho 26th of Mey, the 9th Infantry Division assumed oporational control
{0PCON) of the Mackhorse logiment, Tho OPCON status was changed to attachment oh
1 Jum, During tho month of Juno, the rogimont .conducted counter~insurgoncy operae
tions in tho LONG DI, DIEN HO\, and PHOUC TUY Provinces of the- Ropublic of Victnem
(RVM)e It participated in (peration AKRGN under control of the 9th Infontry Dive
ision, and in oporation GUICKSILVER, in support of the 18th ARVN Division, which
continued into tho month of July.

Aftor & short poriod of rest and meintenance following the termination of QUICK
SILVER on 2 July, tho lst Squadron of the Dlackhorse Regiment psrticipated in Cpera-
tion PADDINGTCHN undor the control of tho lst Australian Task Forcee The regiront (=)
engmented by the ARVN 52nd Ranger Dattdlicn, cormenced Operation RMPORIA on 21 July,
At 21090H July the 3rd Squadron, while moving to the arca of operations (AQ), was
ambushed by a roinforced battelion of the 275th VC Regimente

The dovelopmant of tho Dackhorse Base Camp continued on schedules The perie
mctor defenses wers cempleted, as were the Post Exchange-end Army Post Office facile
ities. Somo progress was made in construction of o rmenent living quarters and
administrative buildings by solf-help programs, The ice plant becams functional on
a full time basise Tho Tacticel Command Bunker was 983 finished and becams oporation
al on 31 July. Improvement of perimeter positions continued, and roveiments for roge
imental aircraft were under construction. The airficld was approved for use by USAF
CTh, thus providing fixed-wing transportation and supsort for the base cemp, Cone
struction was initiated on a finance cater; the base camp amphitheatre was 80%
completed, )

Units of the 1lth Arxixo::ed_Cnvalry wore continuously engaged in cambat operations
(92 days) against the Viet Conge Operations verded from twoop to regimental size
during ‘the quarter.

A resdmental change of command cercmony was conducted at the forward come
nand post on B May 1967 (olonel Roy W. Farlsey assumed ccrmind of ths Blackhorse
Tlegiment from Coloncl William We Cobb, while the 1lth Amored Cavelry was particie
Jating in Oporation MANHATTAN,

In July there were changes in command of both the lst and 3rd Squadrons, Iiou-
tenant Colonel Hillman Dickinson assumed cammand of the 3rd Squadron from Iisutenant
Tolonel Arthur F, Cochran on 2 July 1967, ILisutenant Colonel-Martin D, Howsll ree
‘inquishod cemmand of the lst Squadron to Lieutenant Colonol James H, Holt on 15
July 1967, In adéition Captoin William J, Scharrett assumed oocrmand of the 9Agth
ingineor Company.on 20 July 1967.. - :

2, (C) Porsonncl and Administrgtions. ‘ .
] 8¢ Genorals During the quarter, .tho overall strength.of the regiment roe
wined rolativaly constonte While wemﬁ an adequate- number of ‘replacomonts wore

sacoived, a oritical shortage of officers existed-during Juns md the first- helf of
Julye BN : ' , .
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' \ bi- Porsomicle . % .
Y : (1) Strongths ' ‘
¥

{a) Strengih figureo- by nonth are as follows:

' my e W L3S

June e ROk WS

H . Sy Ml 267 3w

3 L (b) EHospital Roturnees, During the quarter, 153 pérsomnel wors
% returncd to duty afier being hospita]ized, This figure doés nob includs 2nd Squad.
; -ron returnces, who wore processod througit Task Forco Crecon.

g ’ ' {c) Casualties,

A T R =

i

2 May 98- 22 i 9 1
June 100 15 0. 1k 0
Jquly 147 i 0 5 0

1 c, HMOS Shortages, Ihxring the last parb.of June and all of July, the
11th Jirwored Cavelry Reginent underwent a mossive UERCS hwmy and thus experisncad
particularly high.density M(S shortrges. Particulerly significant wes the shorte
.oge of NCOs in the grades of E=5 cond E-6,

ooty

d, Replacementse Quality of roplacement personnel remaiyied.high.
Training level of oll persons was acceptables

ot

s Sorvices.

ROk

(1) Relisiocus. 4 tolal of ninsty-four Protestant services wero hold
with Li92 abiendeos. Thirtym=oifth of the sorvices wore weskday. services. Cne
Jhundred fourteon Catindt & corviuad were nori‘orred, 78 of them on wockdoys, with a .
total attondeanca of 5308, Those figares do nob includa 2nd Squadron, :

(2) Rod Cross, During Mey, Juno amd July, & total of 8h1 Cascs ore
handled, Fifty-ono loans wero g“ocesucd, vosulting in $97h5 in cash being loanad
to mombers of tho rogimont, Thirty~six emirgency Jeaves-wero grantad. *

(3) Speeial Sorviecs. During this porded, first.ruh novies wrv
scheduled cn *he Viotnam circuit andsore shoun in troop croas ond clubse A coverw
od stagoe for USO and soldior tolent shows was crected, ond e loudspiaker systom
provideds A londing library sorviee  wag provided with outstanding rasults,

Baiiouecd ey s ins
R R T

3 : (k) Postal. Postol oporations durdng tho poriod dmyroved and soxw
3 4 vico wag provided to fi0ld leeations. lMoney ordor clorks were tror ported to
i . . fiold locetions on o rotabing basis and provided soivice for aldl personnol.

| (5) Red Cross Clutmobile, 411 units on Dlackhorse Jase Camd were ‘ '

i coL

A { . offorod tho scxvicos of the Clubmobilo, and daily runs wers cgta cblished.. Clube

4 , " mobilo.gorvico was 2lso provided to othor unita using thoe beso ecmp as 4 staging
3 -ovae 08 woll 08 unitd in Xuan Ioc and-Gie Rays Tho offorts of the unit eghtinued.

1 . to°make significont contributions 40 tha morole of" mon of the Nlackhorse;

; £. Post Exchangos Tho PX' facility had tho following dollar voluro by
: < months May = $119,079459, Junc = $177,406,68; July = $230,575,24, Incroasss

‘ ' worg duo.to expandad building focilities, en ajgrossive procuremant progeam, and
mord purchaging powor dus to excellent turn-over in inventory. A ')amamnt builde

4 3 ' ing wos oreotod to dnoreasc prodtly availatlo display spocd.. :
E, & . . : Pago: 2.
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‘tho-quarter to operate at will within VG controlled .arcas and base camps, There

_ major ambushos,.one on National Highway 1-on 210850H May, vicinity YT572063 to.

e et e e

CONFIDEN TIAL

g Morale,. Morale continued to be high.. New PX facilities and increased
Special Services.activities contributed to’this situation,-

h, Information activities. Throughout the period, information -coverage
for the regiment increased, and a total of 1211 editcrial, pictorial, and radio.
reloases were made during the aquarter,. The number of media representatives vivite
ing the regiment increased, totaling thirty-<ix arrivals during the three month
period. .

i, Awards and Decorations, The following awards and decdrations were
processed during the cuarter-(most of those approved had been initiated prior ta

1 lay 67)s
APFROVED PEHDING

pse 0 1

Al ' 5 ' 6

85 7 - 13

e 5 3

% 18 1 K I
35 156 172 ' :
Lt 743 L2y

AcM 219 9

H ' 205 0

3. Prisoners of War, During the peried, a detachment of 1 offiecer and
18 enlisted menfrom the 720th Military Police Battalion, was located at the Black=-
10rse.Base Camp which greatly enhanced the security and transport of Hl. The dete
achment worked with the 541st MI and provided prisoner security in forward locations
ind in‘the base camps A POV cempound was constructed on the base camp to give
further security, ’

k. Maintenance of disciplinc, law and order.

(1) Courts-Martial, During the cuarter, the regiment -processed the
following Ceurte-Martial, by type: )

General v Special Summaryr
1 1 it

(2) Serioﬁs Incidents, Thére was ono serious incident x"eported;
involving a traffic accident betwoen a US military vehicle and a Vietnemese,’

(3) A peneral ihercase in Military-Folice Reports was noted, dua to
establishment. of formal MP patrols on tho basa camp. Many of the.discrepancies
had previously been handled by tenant and lodger units and hed not forwarded

- through this headquarters, HNo noticoable upword trend-in incidents or-violations
was discovered. ‘ . o

Gadhezaidse

S

"3, (c) INTELLIGENGCE:

a, VG Activity: The 1lth Armored Cavalry Regi.mexét conbinued. throughout

ware four major operations which took-the.Blackhorsc Regiment into the heart of
‘the VC dominated areas in War Zone YO", the HAT DICH Secrot Zone, FAY TAO lccreb
Zone, and for the first time into War Zone "D, During these and obher ‘operations;
.tha"VC.reacted with sporadic.dofensc and haracsment. -In addition there were two

' Pagsl .
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Y1556062 and the other vn Naticnal Highway 20 on 210940 July, vicinity YTU33317 to [0

¥P430307, There were hwo mortax attacks and ono ground attdck conducted egainst the
Blackhorse Regimont curing tho quarter, To counter the prassure exerted by the
Mackhorse Regimont, the VC omployed mines, [PG42, and small arms fire in incroasing
intensity to thwart the allied advance, During tho peried thors were tienty-two
mining-incidonts,, thirty~scvon incidents of smell ams firo, eight instancés of auto-
matic woopons fire, soven instances of receilless rifle or RFG-2 rocket launcher
fire, three instences of rifle gronade employmént, nino claymoro ircldents, four
mortar attacks, and twelve accounts: of alreraft rocaiving small arms or autcmatic
wocpons £ixos Despito tho increesed number of VG initiated incidents, the regimsnt
suffored only light personnol casualtics and vehicle damagal

(1) During Operaticn MANHATTAN, which terminated on 120230H May, cnemy
contact was light end sporadic, primarily chatlactorized by mihing and RPG-2 incie
dents, Minss woro omployed most froguently iil areas which,, bocause of vegotation or
reliof, tanalized mochanized movement. The diiereasing froquency with which mines
and AT wsapons woro encounto;'ed indicatas on enhancoed capability to countor armored
units by dolaying movemont and inflicting cosualties, Durihg the operotion, numere
ous lightly dofondod base camps and supyly Cadhes were fourid, of which two in parw
ticular notted the rogimont o wolth of VO hmmmisions Cn 6 May, the regimental come
mand post arid troins éroa redeived o moitay atuibk of sixty rounds, Thero were
severcl instances of conbact, all with small dell-sized olements primerily frcm the
81st Rear Sotrvice Group protectihp thHo bdse camps and supply caches in tho area.
Bnomy porsonrel lossas for the opofation wore fifty.two VG KIA (DC), fifteen KIA
(P0SS) and clovch PUs) Ererly arms and equipmont captured includad twondy smell arzs,
226 rronhdes, five RPG-2 launchers, 133,683 rounds of small arms, 428 mortar rounds,
oloven PG-2 tounds, thirty antitank minos and 100 timo bombs (explosiva charges witt
clocks wired into tho oloctrical dotonating system). There wore 980 fortifications
and 187 small structurcs dostroyod ond thore wora throe pounds of grain, 137.7 tons
of rico, and sovonty-five tons of calt lecoted,

(2) Operation KITTY HAWK was resumod 1212004 May, with only ons major
cnemy conbacts On 2L lay, a platoon simed oloment {soven AC\Vs, ono tank, ono 2%
ton truck, one % ton truck) from the 3rd Squadron wes embushod by an estimstod roine
forced V¢ Babtalion (belioved o bs but not ecnfirmed from the 274th VC Regimont)
vicinity YT572063 to YI55€062, VC losses were twenby-eight KIA (3C), two KBA (BC),
five K34 (P0SS)s ©Cn 20 May, Troop K, 3rd Squadron, at GIA RAY Rock Quarry received
fiftoon rounds of morter fire (estimated 82rm), ALl of the rounds landed outsida
of tho perimetor, and thers wore no casualties or demage.

(3) Tho 1lst Squuadron, atbached to the 1st Infantry Division, particie

‘pated in Operation DALIAS from 11 May to 27 May, markdng the first time elements of

the 11th Armorod Cavalry Rogiment entered Var Zome “WDM, During the operation, cne
significant contact was mado with olements of the 273rd VC Regiment rosulting in
sleven VC KIA (DG)» Mochmized movemont in the area of operation was guod to oXcolw
lent excopt in the castorn soctor whore dense forest end numerous streams cannlized
movemehb. Total enomy porsonncl losses wercs ninsteon VC KIA (3C), thres KIA
(P0SS), Equipmens canturcd included four small arms, two automatic, woapons, thirty-
ona gronades, two RVG-2 launchers, 33.3 tons of rice end 475 tons of salt.

{li) Oporation AKRON found tho normally well occupisd VC HAT DICH Sacrot
Zono vory iirhwly dofended, (n 19 June, the VG onco again displayed their ability
to abbtack ailicd forecs by conducting ¢ ccuntorwsweop action consisting of a. ground,
mortar, and recoilloss riflo attack by elements of tho lst Battalicn, 27hth VG Rogi=
mont rainforced with hcuvy woopons. Tho ottack was made against the 3rd Squadron.
Command Post and Sire supjori boso and resulted in fifty.six VC XIA {3C). Gonerally,.
machanizod movemont veried from foir to good, baing restricted primorily by stroams.
which canalizod movemont, and arcas of dense junglos 'Enemy porsomncl.losses for the
oporation woxo sixty-fiva KL\ (3C) and throe VC Fit's,’ Equipment capturpd ¢
voss thirty~-throe small nrms,. fiva RPCa2g, 100 grenades, 22,335 rounds of small
ams, five rocoilless rifle rounds, ton RPG-2 rounds, and thirtoen antibonk mines,
There wore 661 fortifications, and forty-four gmall structures destroyeds Thoro wext

1ke3 tons-of rico and o8 tons of calt ooated,

o =

’

' 55) Oporation EMPCRIA took tho Blackhorse Rogimont north along National
Highway 20 to’tho Corps boundary on a rcad olearing misslon, On 220940H July, L
Troop, 3rd Squadren moving north on Hishwoy 20 on o road clearing cporation was ame
tushed by clomonts of tho 2nd and 3rd Batbalions, 275tk VG Regimont.and tho D8UO Pro-
vinolal Main Forco Battolion fram vieinity YTL33317 to ¥YX430307. I Troop, roceived
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rocofiless rifle and smell arms ord eutamatie weapons fire fron-ho-h sides-of *he
road, Contact was broken ab 12305, with ninoby=six VG KIA (BC) ond ono W (WIA).

be VC Lossos:

(1) Torsomngl: 262 KIA {3G), ton ¥3A (DC}, ‘hirtv-scvon-EIn (PCSS),
soven KBA {P0SS), eighty~two doldincos) tiolve T(s; four GIIEU HCIs, twontyw-cno
civil doferdents, forty~-fivc innocont ¢ivilians, )

(2) Ueapons and Arzmnition: BAR & threej Submechineguns « five; mow -
chinoguns - twoj RvG-2 launchors ~ 13j carbines - 13; rifles - 19; pistols - 23
ST Recoilless Rifle » 23 Blmm rortor tube ~ onoy E-79 grenade Launcher - throe;
500 1b bomb « cnog cleyroraes - 133 hand grenades < 4173 AT nines  65; smoll erms
gmunition « 147,300 rounds; RTG~2 rourds ~ 197; mortar rounds o 471 rifle grow
nedes ~ 1535, tirabobs = 100; blasting cems = 3,250; TIT « LU0 1bsg C3 <4 75 1bsj
artillery rounds ~ tenj %00 machiregun berrcl - oney O3U bomblete - 395 5=

.Recoilless Rifle rcunds « eighby 57rm Recoilless Rifls rounds o $40.

(3) Foodstuifss Forty-three tons rica, 8,5 tons seit, LOO 1bs poaw
mbs, 7,200 lbs teens, ton 1bs mezl, soven galions ccokdng oil,

(4) Mscelloncouss Six oxen, six oxcarbs, 1k 1bs éocuxents, 67 1bs
clothing, twenty roams writing poper, fifteen rolls wirs, ons sand teble, thieo
trucks, ono bulldczer, one sswing machine, nineteen 1bs medical swpplies; fcurteen
bicycles, bicyclo parts, cne barber sct, 4:00 1bs cement, one gas mesk, two foote
bridzes, ona rice mill, thirtyetvwo sheebs roofing tin, one outboard motor, eisghh
clocks. fifteen wetches, ten largs tolls of canvas ¢loth, seventy-saven shovel
hoads, four radics, tidrtye.two betieriss, omr Fpewritor, seven sampens, thirirw.
five punji pits, thres medical kits, seveniecn tunuels, 1025 bunkors, 152 foxtoles,
125 structures, and siz morbor pocitions,

ce Intelilgenco Sources:

(1) £ torzeting study wos conducted cof Tiet Cong faeilities found
éuring Cperaticn AXROK in the "I DICH® Secrst Zene, Thero were icrby instelle
tions proviced in the intelligencs bullelia amd of thess, tweniy fowr were foond
to f211 within 500 reiers of tha suspzcied locction, Thess faclistios incledad
fortifications, tass arecs, traindng areas, food caches, = miscellenecus crde
nance, signci and mecical installations, & cumerison o ecch of thess locaiicns
with previcusly reported intelligenca information shows thed 807 of the suspeticd
locations fell within a 180 to 200 mefer tercngo distonca fron tho suspected ziven
Jlocation, A sinllor study was conducted ccmparing suspscted encsy locutions with
the actual locctions found en Operation MANENZTY. €F the 106 given Yecacions,
forty-two {383) wore found to £213 within 500 msters of tho zctunl lecaticn. The
average distance of redial error (100 to 130 meters) wes sigmificantly lesc shen
ccpared with the 160 to 200 moter radial error found cn Cperaticn JXRCE, Tho carw
relation is still nigh enolgh to warrent detelled considerction of tha VO Instal-
laticn Iist when targoting for or scarching during an cperatiun,

{2) 1ED H2E: Red Hawo stiil precos useful in datecting V6 wdls, -
baso and rest arvas, Thoro has been a noticesblo lock of significant retwras in
#ho Dlackhorso TA(R ond areas of operation curing tho guarbtex, partly deo to the
rusbor of misoions chorted becauso of bad weathuy and tho possibility that the VO
nmay havo sltered their ccoking hours to cowaber Red Ezzs dotection, 4\ chengs in
mission times will bo tried in the future to datcrwing if botter resilts can be

obtainod,

(3) SLiR: During the quarter mgwrous SLAR Missions vwerc flozm bub
onse again bad vather couscd scme missions to be aborted, Readings racaived pro-
vided possible 1waticns for BiI fires, .

(L) PROPOGRAPHS: Utilization cf tho hend hold comera with telephoto
lens, coquired lest quarter, hos proven %o bLa o valusila asset to the rogizent
throughout tho quarter, providing epot phetepravhy on o nore timely basis thon bee
foroe The 9th Infantry Division organic aerial ghotograpiie.capability provided
r&Hid responso to oporationsl and inteliigencs gathsring processes for the ragiment
duping Oporation AKRON, KITTY RWK, ord EPRIL,
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(5) During the latier port of this cuarter an adoitional intvllirence
gathering source was vade available to the repiwnf, Tals was o "Peopls Snifrer?,
a device which detects personnel coneentrations by sewsuring the amount of a:ronia
in the oir. This additionzl source nhas bewn.used 2lrest deily with cutstending
regults, oS2cause of its nigh reliaeility,. futurc plans. call for its wxtensive use,
particularly in covuring convoys in rurmote arcus,. along knowm.VC lincs of. commun-
ications, suspected base caup areas,-ind rallying soints.

{6) 1. and Docurents: Rapid interrogation and dissecination of F:
inforration aid.d in the iueatification und location of «nery units znd facilitices,
faltiers, when used uithin arves with vhich $huy are fanidiar, proved useful and
profitable in . locating VC instalictions ¢nd facilitics..

{7) igent reports: These reperts constituted the bulk of intelliigence
reports received by the regirent. The najority of thuse reports wurc of doubtful
value unless corroborated by other intellig.nce soursus, :

Ly {C) Combut Operctions

a, Geperal

(1} Eackeround: Cn 22 april, the 2nd Scuadron moved to jJoin Task
Foree 00.6Ca, por Upcration Plan ¢.2.CG: 1-L7, H.cdeuortors; Task Force (R.GON,
dated 10 zarch 1967 (See Lap Scetion IXI, inclesure 2). dase Cacp seeurity, pro-
vided principelly by &he tenani units ind the rerit.ntsl reer detichient, s
assucd by the 3rd Sguzdron, 5th Cavalry, 9th Infentry Divisicn. Operaticn dni-
TTAH comanced on 23 april ith th. regic-nt (<) undar the oporational control
of the lst Infantry Divisicn froc the previocus operation (Sue orgrnizctional siruc-
ture, Scetlon I1I, inclosurc 4}, JUACTIG! CIIY XI, vhich turmgnated 15 april. The
rogizentts gencral pl.naing guidance was provided oy II Ficid Force Victnen; Let—
ter of Instruction (LOI 7-{¢) Ii FFUiG.Y campzien plan for 15(7.

{2) ¥ay: AL tho veginning of the reporting piried, the regiment (=)
centinued Operaticn MAFEATTAR {See rmuap, Section III, inclosure 3), 2 search and
destroy opcration, in tne LGG HEIYEN Secrev Zone. The lst and 3rd Scusdrons led
the malti-divisional force, 2gain proving the versatility of the bplackhorse Reg~
irpant by the penstration of jungle terrainm heretofore zecessibie only to infantry
troops, B:scause the en«iy was continually pursved, he was not avle to concentrate

his forces for a major assaulf, upon the arzor colums. In fact, the arpored cave
alry forces were abde, in ceny instances; %o seize and dostroy erscy bass czsoos,
food and azmunitica cacses witz foir zasuclties baczuse of the haste of the Viet
Cong (¥C) departuve, T.e employrmer’ of saluration a=bushes as wll as stey behind
and sniper pastrols proved to bs ver; successful in surpriging the cnecy when he
returned to a base area after the swiep was cospicted. (See conbet afiter acticn
report, Section IIT, inclesure §)

Upon $€revaation o MANIETAN o 12 ¥zy, the regizent (=) roadsarched back o
3lackhorse under the ojcrational control of tns lst Infantry Division. On reach-
ing base camp .r. 32 May, thu regiment, acw minus both the 1st and 2nd Sguadrens,
resuned Operacion KITTY HAYK, a2 continuing operaticn within the regicentts Tactical

irea of Interest (TACI) (See map,,Scction III, inciosuros 1 znd 3). Operation
KITTY HaWK was initiated 15 Fubruary 1967 under guidance provided by II FFORCZV
Campaig: Plan for 1967,

Heanwhile, the 13t Squadron, now undur operaticnal control of the lst Brigads,
lst Infantry Division, was preparing for Operation DALLAS which begen on 17 May.
7This was 2 search and destroy opsration and was the first Blackhorse venturc into

Wer Zone “DW", The lst Squadron participated in Operation DALLAS until 26 May and
roverted to ragimental control on 27 May. (See combat after action report, Section
111, inclosure 9)

Cn 21 May, the lst.Platoon, Tean X, was anbuslied by a reinforced Viet Cong
battalion approximately one kilometor west of SUOX CAT (¥75906). Tecn K was pro-
viding sucurity for an elensnt of the 595th Zngineur Cempany at the GIa RaY Rock
Quarry, (¥76309), as part of Operation KITTY HAWK. The 1lst Platcon, at the time
of the ambush, wee cciiducting a resupply run along National Highway 1 and Inter-
provineial Route 2, {See Section III, Inclesure 11, icbush After Action Report)
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{3) June: Durinz this nonth, the 11th frmored Covelry Regizent {-)
ccnducted eovaterinsurgency operaticns in the LEX HlFA,DIEN HQL and PEU0C TUY
Provinces of the Republic of Viothiens Operation SR wos initieted on 9 Jone by _
i5c 9th Infantry with tho 11th jumorod Cavalry ettached to scek cot and destroy ¥ieb
Cong end lorth Victnemeso Arky {KVA) Forces in tho MT DICH® Sacred Zonze Fore
ticijating forces undor cporatioral centrol o diwect suppord to tho Blackhorse soxs
3rd Squadrea, 5th Covalry (=), 35tk Ringer Brttalicn (ARVN), 5end Reger Battalicn
(aaVy), and elezents of the 9th Diviicn Artillery, Centect throuvghoel the gporatics
wos sporedic with 2 major conteet with clezents of tha 27Uth YC Regirmnt on 19 Uunz,
This ongasement, called the RATTLIS of SIOZS 30, bogen bt 1501154 June, when elelents
of tha 1st Battalion, 27hith VC Rogixent, reinforced with heavy weapons, initiastad o
morter, rocdilless rifls and ground ettack egainst the 3rd Sguodren Coz=ond Pest {cz;
and Five Support Patrol Da2sa socured by Treop B {Sae Sacticn ITE, Annex § to Inclow
sure 10, Battle of Sloge 30), Tho rogiment terminated pariicipaion in Cporcticn
AKRON on 27 sune (Sée combat efted cction foport, Sectica ITT, inclosura 10), -

Ca tho scho day, Yhe ist Sdundron was cosmitted to reinforca elemonts of the
- 16th ARVH- Division in Operatioh QUICKSILYER, Tho saVi Division hod leunched an ate
tack ezrlier in tho day in orcor o disrupt the edvance of two batidliens of the 275
th VC Rogiwent, which hod crossed the DG MAT River fren Wer Zene "D% (17330325).
Forces unler the operaticazl control of tha resizent (~) word 2nd Baticlicn, 37th
Infartry Lth Batteiion, 39th Infontry; 1st Batt-licm, 13tk Jrtidiery (=); B 3attery.
2rd Battalion) 35th JArtidlery: osd Troop 4, 3ré Scuadren, St Covalvy, Derdng tho -
oparation; tha 1st Squadron seccured tho oir lending and extraction of elcments of
the 4nd Sattalion, 39th Infoatry ond scnducted opsrossive soarch and Gosbroy ootice
tions} Tho 1st Squedron clso ssoured two Rire Suppors beses (T53) Guring Tho operoe
tin, The entiro cperation was performed in conjunchicn with the 16th AETH Divisico,
The ciose cooriination betsoon tho US end AN urdts resulfed in extensive and pro-
fitable use of PO and GIEU K0T os guides to cncmy positisna,. -

Tho flackhorse Roginent (») condinmred Cooraticn XIMTY FANE noriciic ly ihrcushe
out tho month of Juno, This ccnsisied of road cloaring (ROWDAMISER) cperations s~
long National Jiighways 1 and 20, Interprovincicl Route 2, end seorch and dostroy cpe
erctions in tho Dlackhcrss Tocticnl Area of Intercst (TACI)s }ajor emphasis ws -
placed on tho Rovolutionory Dovelopmant Progess, coxion mid soorch operabicng i aok

lots and villapes, tho Moddcal Givie Progran {HETCAR) and othar civic zcticn projects

(1) Julys Tho regimont («) centinued Qiract support of tho 16ih ARVY
Division in Cperation GUICKSILYER untll it wes torminsied cn 2 July. Tho 1st Squd-
ron ¢l oged Blackhorse Beso Carp et OAS0IH July. -

Poliowing a short pordod for rost and maintcnanss, the 1st Squadron moved, undor
the cporaticnal control of the lsb Australizn Task Forco, on 8 July to perticipets
i1 Operetion FADDISTOH, 7This operaticn, of multiebrigede size, wos conducted by the

. 9th Infentry Divisicn in conjunction with tho 1st Austrelien Tosk Foreo and €94 fore

cos. Initially, the 1s% Squadron conducted a iactical roaczerch frem IGIG GILO (¥S
4397) to NUL DAT (YS4357)e (n 10 July, ihey mads ths main aftack wp route 329 (vie
157079} while two batteliens of the 1st Bda, 9th Infantry Division, occupied blocke
ing positions southoast of -Rcaute 329, and ths units of the Ist Jjwustralien Task Fores
occupiod Llocking positions cast of e attecking ist Sguadron, On 11 Jely after
socuring their objoctive, the 1st Squadren linked uwp with the RVN Marinds, They

. continued to support the Marinos and conduct oleocrinz ond securing wmissions along
Route 329 until 15 July.

Cn 15 July, the 1st Sguetron torminatoed participaticn dn Operaticn PADDINGTCH
and rovertod to rogimantal control,

Oparction EVPRIA wos indtiated 210700H July with the 3rd Squadron ecnducting
a road moreh alony Kationel Highway 20 to sccure enginecor route clearing oporations,
At 2109358 July tho Squedrea was arbushed by olemente of tho 2nd and 30d Dattalions,
275tk VC Rogiment: reinforccd by olements of tho DONG WY (D800 Provinclel Main Force)
Jattalion,. Contcet was broken af 211110H Jiuly resulting in 95 VCKIA (38), US lose
ses were fourtosn killed by hostile zction {XAA) and farty-scven wcundad by hostile
action (WHi)e This oporstion contimues at the erd of tho reporting pericds

(5) Miscellancouss Plans wore initicted to Liprove the defensive pose

ture of Vietnamose Rogional and Popular Forces (RF/PF) facilities witlidin ite TAOI.by
providing berrier msterials, ccmmunications and recdy roacticn farcose Operation
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AI7TY “HUK cortiued coriedicrldy ucdar far cadire recorticr rerded, I-cmecsel
exxhesis hes been rlaced in the latter pz'u. of this cuaries on Revoluticnery
Developeent throurh the use of EEDCEP =nd cther civice action progrexs, Contin-
usd eq:haszs wi?l be placed on the Revoluiicnery Devem:ne'xt ?rogr?:z.

b, ZIngincer l-chntxss.

{1) Cozbat Suppori, Cccbat Engincer sx.'-}:c"t for the Teginent s
provided principelly by the 9"9-.'1 Enpincer Cozpany {Armorkd)-with the linited
assistance proviced by the 27th Bogineer Zattalion (C).

During the first week in 14y, clezens of iis 91Gth Enginzer Cozvony wore
still engsged in Operation H-*..:’..xum‘i. The 1st and 3rd Plaisons wera supporting
the 11th irmored Cavzlry Regimeni, which was atiached to the Ist Imfeniry Dive
ision, The Znd Platoon w2s sup::ortr.g the lst Scuzdron, Lth Cevalry of the 1st
Infantry Division., These searcn ond desiroy operations were centered around DAU
TIZHG and LAI X5, -

The -platoons found cne mine of undeiermincd origin and 2 250 pound bosd and
155 round %hich had been recovered by ihe enesy 2ad uﬁfed 2s ines,

The 1st Platoon destroyed 155 fortificed positions, which consisted of itwo
and four =zn foxholes. Upon termimation of Cporction MAVHATEIN, or 1L May 1967,
the company moved back to Blackhorse Bose &.'J

In June tae 91Gth E ..ng.m.cr Comreny with elezents of <he 565th Enginzer Com-
ny, 27th Engincer Baitslion, and the 15th Eaginesr Botialios mas vigorously en-
geged in 2 Jand clearing cperaticn merr GIA RiY. The conbined engineer force
cleared approvirntely 150 acres of hco vx..y forested 1nnd,

Durirg Operation PADILIGTON (8-35 July), cemiei suppert consisted: f bunker
destruction, mine swecping and building of fords in supﬂort, of seaich & dﬂstroy
nissions., Following PADDINGTON the 1?9 th = z.n¢ neer Comreny assisted in 'he Geve
elopment of Blackiorse Base Camp until tho Zist of July when the company- (=)
moved out on Operation RFORIA. %hile e::u"o,-ed 2leng mgnm:,' 20 (Y71638) in
support of the Bleckhorse Regiment, the ileadcusriers of ihe 919%h Enginser Coze -
peny supplicd material for the Repicnal amd ?opuhr Porces cutposts along the
highway.

Tne 1si PL.boon, in support of the ist Squadren, was e_nloye" An reinforcing
the higiway, vicifiity YT354275. The 3rd Flatoon, 919th Engineer Company, sup=
porting the 3rd Scquzdron, supplicd the RF/PF with paterial ard assisted then in
constructing positions along Bighwey 20. leierial used consistel of 110 rolls of
coneertina. 65, 0-sapdbags, cightyalong pickets and twenty shor:t pickets. In
addition, the 3rd Platoon stocked 168 rolls of concertima vire, 160 long pickets,.
sixty short pickets and 20,000 sandbzgs in the sub-sector advisors hLeadouarters,

During each of these operations, 2 sn2]l detachnent fronm the 919th Enginesr
Cotrany recz2ined at-Blackhorse to assist in the developzent and tetterment of
the base camp, This rear detacizent conpleted the Regirentel Tocticel Operziicas
Center, three semi-permanent bulldings for the Lir-Cavalry Troop, a Regim atal
Replacement School-and the Hoadquarte:s 2nd Headgquarters Troop Supply havu,

(2) Base Developzent: Progress on the bose camp contimued to move
on schedule in spite of the loss of engineor resources during the quarter for
tactical missions, The 27th Enginecer Battalion, 2long.vith ‘elements of the 919th
Engineer Company, continued to provide the engineer assets necessary bor the
¢svolopoent of the base camp;

The Rogimentol Headquarters, Tactical Operations Center and mumerous o.,her
administrative buildings, to ‘include the Army Post Office, Post Exchange and a
Finance Office, were completed during this quarter, The camp drainage systai,
of major importance during this monsoon season, was conpleted. Work contiritied on
the drainage ditches in the forn of reshaping and repairing whenever necessa: Yo
BOQ facilities for the Regimentel Headquarters were. completed ard are odcupied.
Messhalls have been erected, and a total of thirty-six billets were completed.

One more hospital ward was finished, The lopistical, support element had.three
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, large supply shedi, one vegelsble shed, me coadizenl store and.office, two direct
1 ) - exchange and self-service faciiities and oie repair perts bai’_d.znz, erected diring
: the quarter., Thesc add greatly to their ability %o a.;sper!: tre reginent.

An operational ice plant, started last cuarter, was ccopleted, ¥ater con=
. tinues to e provided by a spring fed lake. During this cuarter 3,125,758 gallons
-of potable water were consumed; of this total there were 78L,796 gailons consuzed
i= Xay, 970,362 gailons in June znd 1,370,600 galloas in July.

¢. Chemical. Activities,

e

(1) Defoliation and clearing. The arcz of Naticnol Route 2 aleng
rb.ll 300 (YT430L) and the cemetery (YTLL03) cbont 5 k= froa the Blackharse Base £
Caap have been cleared using M132 Flamethrexers., Both of these areas oifered 5
good concealment, and were frecuented by snipers and used for nmine explacczent, )

For a more persistent effect these two areas are :rescr..,ly being defoliated. The

g i

gowth araund the Gia Ray Rock Cuarry was such that the Viet Cong could easily
nove close to the perizeter undetected, This perizeter hes been defoliated, The
defoliation of the Blackhoarss Base Camp perimeter in carder to provide a more
effective field of fire-is 2 contimiing operation,

: (2) €S Drops, The Chumical Scction and 33rd Chemical Detachzent
" participated in no RCA drops during the reporting period.

"
_——
© et g i S N 0 e g i

] . (3) Explosive Ordnonce Disposal. Altkhcugh this is not a wrimary
I X function of the 33rd Chemicel Detackaent, the debachzent has rendered safe or
3! exploded various mnitions as a service t¢ the units on the Blackhorse Base Caz;
- i The 1ist of miniticns include 79 reunds, a 3/2, ten Truck lozd of various mus..ole
. ‘ armunitions, and a damaged Claymore kine rondered safe, The eneny muniticns ren-

5

H R dered safe included 12 grenades, 2 rifle grenades, 1 large Claysore mine, 2 para-
V" i . cute type grenades, and 2 RPG-2 Rocket Launcher rounds. .
. ) ) : - (4) Training Conducicd by the 33rd Chemical Detachment, The dete -

-‘achment conducted training for new replacenents on CBR operations and oquiment
that is being used in the Republic of Victnaa. This training includes ccnducting
a gas chamber exercise for replacements as an opportunity to fit and test the
operation of their-protective masks,

>

Woe 3

7‘ 7

(5) Training Received by the chemfcal detachment, Porsonnel of the
. chemical detachment were trained in the operation and maintenance of the Person=
nel Detector, The training was conducted by the personnel of the 9th Infantry
Division Cherical Scction. The regiment requested three Personnel Detecters which
will be laterally transferred from the 173rd Alrberne Brigade. They ore expectod
to arrive:in August ar cerly September.

d
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74, Signal Activities,

' (1) During the months of May, June and’ July, signal activities Withe
E in the regiment were varied in nature, On 12 X2y, the regiment terminated Oper-
- ation -MANHATTAN .and returned to tho base canb. The remainder of ¥ay-and part of
¢+ June and Julywerc spent in mstnnmg a sécurity bunker telephone system around
- the Blackhorse base camp perimeter. In addition, work continued on base camp-
. . devolopment to include the reroubing, and balancing of the Headquarters. power
distribution systcm, the acquisition of two 100 K- generators from PALE, the

. . wiring of.new hcadquwtcrs buildings and the preparation of the Regimental 06
R £ occupancy.

PES AN

RO NN Y
“

(2} During the period 22 July to 31 July, the reginent participated
in Operation, BMPORIA, in which the Regimental CP movea'to a forward. ared, This,
operation was-a;good shakedown for the regiment, .as many personnel WePa-new, VHF,
tclephono cireuit ané -Communications Conter Suppart were provided by clements of
the 9th Signal -Battslien, 9th Infantry Division, These facilifiés-affordéd the v.
regiment direct ecircuits to tho Blackhorse Base Cemp, 9th Infantry Division, 18th.
ARVN and Shth Artillery Groups .
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(3): a returning to the Jlackhorse 3 .;.....a €zp 20 now Ragirortzl T0C
occupiode Two sixty~five foot wood poles wor2 o:at..ma\., on which s¥* T antena
nas f the regizont, ono M cntenna end ena VES entorma for the Adr Iiaisca Tecs
(US Air Farce) wore mounteds Fosor for oil eommaicaticos cq..i it s providod
through tha use of a roctifier, haavy duly botieries end &0 powor Irom the Reginon-
tel Hoadguarters.100 XW gencrator. This elininates tha recesdty of saal} size gone
erators shich have not bacre caplotely xoiiable for tha porer lovels :‘eciuim

(%) Pormnent toss ca:p casmndcations, provided by the lst Flatoon,
$88th Signel Comary, continund te improve. The wadt is in tho process of
ovor to peracnont tolophono cables, noving ‘the wirehead, VAP terdnols, switchioard
and oosssand.cations cantor intoa permanent type bz.:uc‘ing

E: 19 S‘dpporb
(1) 24r Fores

{a) Gemoral: During this pericd tha enbire Tacticel Adr Sentrol
Party (TiCP) bocow established ot 101D GIAC, Parking facilitios and Tevetments
. wore-camploted by solf-holp. Iiving quartera were 3improvad and now house-all LA
perscnncl,. kKany of the cpc“ui"n..l problens That existod whon tha ..;G's d Oql air
oraft wore locziad ot BIEN IICY have be-sn elizdnated by this move, Resdctich time to
the 11th Armored Cavaliy Tecticcl Adr roquess hes besn improvad considerablys The-
acquisition of a taird C-1 in July increased Pil coverage availohble to ths rogiment,

(b} Roscurces:

1 Adreroft:z The unit now ms thrao O3 eircraft assigacd,
m alroraft are locctod .ot LG GIAO, -

2 Porsonnels During this period, tha TACGP has-suffored al~
moet & coaplete changecvor of parscansls

- g Officert Tho unit meintelined an gverage sirength of
six officer persomnol during this pericd. Eowever, thers were now parscnsl who had
to undergo a checkout prior to roplacing tho experierced FAC ho wers leaving,

b BEnlisted: Endisted porsonneld ranning consisis of one
nco and. seven radio reparmen/ope“avo*s end two Ol aircraft ‘crewchiefs, A tampore
aty shortage existed while now perascinol underwant a treining progran.

(c) Oporations: During this poriod, the TACP supported severcl:
major Gperations, Even though the ioziwent ~emsined under the operationsl control
of tha 1st Infantry Division, the FAC and O-1 aircraft, after coordimation with ALO-
of the Ird'Drigade, Lth Infantry Divieion, stogod out of DAV TIENG. 3y ceploying'
c].oeer %o tihe regiment, closor coordinsiion.ond legs raaction time-woxd achievei. .

(a) Problom Arooss FAC comminications-problems still.exdstad
- Throughout this period, Tho susponse date for tho.new service radiocs,. achediled
to bo installed in-Ou1 aireraft, has boeit moved to Soptembors

STATTSTICAL DATA (W AMR FGRCE-SUPPCRE

Yoy = uly 1967
Visual RoqqnhaiSBWG' ‘ 17k
Foivard' Mr Control _ g . 106
Coavay Baodrt " ‘ A
Othor S .18
{Gombat, Strikos, 359
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\l\ _ e unca.n FLOGH
TIPE Ph RS RA00  DS7T! AMH A7 Ga
smmEs 55 3 0 1 ¢ 2 1. s
'  CRDNANCE EXPENDED
17 750 3omd 7
M 82 _ 500% 3omb éa1
w8 " 250 Domb 5.
Blu-13/Tu~-27 754 Hooalm Ganb 33
Ian3 Rx Pods 19 2,75 Rx/Pod . %
GO0 Contaters 2/ 2
20m 82,600 -
oS0 Cal 3,200
T.62em 12,000
Flares Cu
(2) artillery

(a) Gaper:ls .’er,me:)y £ir2 .support provided during the qu«.rter
assumed two principle rolasy one, support of ground operatmns amd socondly; the
dolivery of harrassing and interdicting (il). fires, .The orgenic howitzer battaries
continued direct sypport missions for thelr squadrons with reinforcing fires baing
provided by the Shth Artillery Group in the Hlackharse TAGR, TACL, and arcas of

Cooxdination of artillery fires.from the basz comy were done bytheShthArtﬂp
léry Group Liaison soction location at. fic rer—-_;mantd T0C,

{*} Bmloymont and Combat Cperationss

Orgenie artillery wos employed dependent on’the mission ase
signed each scuadron, E'ener._l support nrtillery was provided by elemnts of the
Shth Artilloiy-Group fran rospoctive-bass ey firing positions. Long range fires
wore, providod daily for convoys operzting betwoen the base camp and. Lom DINH, and
on.211 targets of cpportunity withdn the Dlackhorse TAOI,

2 During Cporation MANIATTAN, conducted April-May 1967 the
battories rccoived olearance to fire from 8th Dattalion, 6th Artillery, the goneral
support battzlion of tho 1st Infantry Division, Duo to the lack-of a Fj.z-e Suprort

Elcmant organie to tho mgimout, clocrance of fires with sdjacent undts was processed

through. the Regimental Tacticd COporations Conter (RTOC) which.lackod'necessary pere
sonnel to handlo tho, additional requests, The howitzer batteries of the.respoctive
squadrons coordinatod directly with one mother for cloarance of 'firos.

3 During Cperation.JKRON in Juns, the fires of hovd.tzer Date
tory, 3rd- Squadron wors .clearcd through the.Slith Avtillory Group-Iiaison Section at
the Regimontal Tactical Operations:Centor, Due to the 2imited size of the. liaison
acotion,. fires were not caq:aditious]{ processod on- 4 twenty-four hour bagls, 'In the
lattor part of June, 1st Squadron - {: augmented by 2nd and 4th 3attalions, 39th Ine
fantry, 9th Infantry Diviaion, roacted to, supsort tho:183h Infantry Division (ARVN)
aloments in oontact with oléments of the 27Sth ve Regiment. Ast Battaldon, 11th
Artillery (=) displaced with two battories and assuyed control of artillery fires in
4he operational area, to include D Rattory, .2nd Dattalion,, 35th Artillery, frou. tho
Sith Artillery Group, Ilalscn sections: Ware. )50 provided.to ARVY manouver elemants
to ensuro maxtmmn. fire. nppcrt -available to pnrticipating units,. .
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During Q)omtion m’mn, & Fire &xpport Elément camprised
of membare of the 9th mimnrunmprmaedcoordmﬁmandchm o . -
fires, as wll as establishing an suxdllary’Artiliery-Warning Control Gester (AWCC)
to XUAM LOC Artillory, This arrangumsent: proyod -to bo a most advantageous mesns of
offactive and.timoly dolivery of cgpaorting firos and relieved the: Ragimxxb
al Tactical Operatious Contor of the- additi.onal resyonaibilitios for clearenco of
firoes, i
‘ (¢)- Qrdnance Expended :
W . ) N . -
Howitser Dattary, 18t SQuadron seeessse]s515 ‘
HBowdtsor Dattery, 3rd Squadron ........6,788 )
Z@TAL ,....,-.115.303. . ’ g -
June )

Howltzer Dattery, lst Squadran ‘.......h,335
Howdtzer Bnttery, 3xd squadrm 00.0.0..6’276

41% 9:-00;,10,611.
July

Howitder Dattory, 18t SQUAGTaN esecepes3,58L
Howltser Dattery. 3rd Squadron eseesses3,4l3

TAL .o....,.7,02’.'- *
5¢ (0) Training, ' .
a, ‘Unit Troining, maintenance, on- the Job training, veapons famﬂianza-

tion and proficlency firing were conducted throughout: the tuarters During periods
of oxtonded tactical operations, maximum utilization of ‘available time enablad small

. wnit leaders to.review tactics, teclmiq\ms, mf lassrms leamad.

. be -Replacement Training was-csntinued thrcnghcut the- quarter on a six day
a wesk basis. Individial attendance for -the .quarter:weve-s5 LoiiGds: Hay - 181
June- = 355, July = 715, The.program of instruction-was -reviowed to-isiprove replace-
ment tminmg basad on lessons learned fram cambat oper.,tia\q. ha:é' :ally:the scope
of instruction remzined unchanged from USARV. requirements, .Adeiticnal ordhosis was
placed upon individual. marksmanship, mines and booby t'aps, incdivicual actions, pats
rolling, mmbushes and counterambushese With a high p"ojected turnover ‘of “persomel
‘Quring July-and-August, action-wis-takdn to- congtrust 4 permahent classredm.20foat
x 00 foet to increase attondence-capacity to- 120. Zéplacemsnts, The. new classroom
was conpleted 21 June with the former clasaror:.n to-be utilized-as an annex: during
poak training months, Each squedron, in af:aition was levied a total of thréc.none
comnissioned officers to serve as instmctnrs.

oe Now Equlpmont- Tradning vios conducted: on-tho AWPSR-I :mti.mtrnsion ‘de~
vice, In addition; training was- eonducted on theretarn@t scope for um. of the

" Provisional Squadron authorized augmentation of equipment for perimeter defonse.

de ‘Spocinlizod Trainings

(1) Recondo: Schcol. The Lohgz Range -Reconnaissarice Patrol (I.RRP) of the

‘Myr Cavalry Troop continued to prov:ule indiv.tduala for uttendance at the NH1 TRANG

MAGY Recondo-Schools -Dus to & constint turnover:xotd-of- mrsoimel -4n the LRRP, four

4o ix studonts wore sont for schooling, Map read:lng andfjungle tiavipation ccntinuc
to-be-a- -major wooknoss in ‘the traineea. In ordor’ to -overcaio deﬁ.ciancies, the IERF

- (2) Jmgl Survival Schools. 4 t'u-ee day course-cdnducted at Clark AFD
P}ﬂlipaineo vas'mado available ‘to aviaticn personnel, -Oue individuul ser ménth ate

E tonded the Lourss to becane ramm with the” teclm..q\xes of ngle survival,

¢
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\ (3)° Arcraft Maintonance) 'l'ho Army Aviaticon Maintenance Technical Ase K
. 9 (\ sistance Program (ALMTAP) School, 765th Transportaticn Growp, VUNG TAU administored f
% “a in-country training on airéraft maintonanco, The courses offored by tho MMTAP Scho- :
¢l have provon to be iivaluablo in that tharo hes beon a éritical shortégo of ado-

Guataly traided sdreraft mochesics ond- maintenance pccsonnel for weapons subsystems,

6¢ (V) Avistion,

.. a. Gehorals The Amiy Aviation elemonts supported the reginent with 17 (4~
- 238, 19 UB-1Cs, and 12 UR-1Ds, The OH~23s continued to prove théir velue for camand
and control. in moving armor units, couvoys ond supporting elements by not only ine
croasing the armor versatility btut also lengthening its range-of cormunication,.
Aerial firo swport and-rapid reaction-forcs was provided by the Adr “Cavelry Troopls -
UH-1C gunships. These helicopters not only suppressed enery fires during ambushes E
and-provided a b]ocldng force against retrecting. enemy during amor cssmxlts 5. Lut
also silenced enémy morbar fire day or night within minutes'a7ter an atteck, Inser-
tion and extraction of Iong Renge Reconnaissance Patrols; evicuation of- wounded and:
eniergoncy resupply, was accomplished by the Ui-1D. Major emphasis.was placed on ine
3 oroving the mirdrome. The air traffic at Evans Amy Mrficld averaged from 250 to
3 800 oporctians o daye The- mgimnt roalized the urgent nead ‘for a trafﬁc advisory
: . - in ordor to dssist.in the safo flow of traffic, +Wth limited resourcos of personnel
and. oquipmont the- tower- bacama oporational with both. Fif and- UHF froquen ciese It . .
3 provided aircreft with limited information such-astraffic advisory, woatber, ortile : ]
3 . lex'y firing, change of flight plarn, and relay & informaticn frem cround bersonnel. ’
3 ) An aircraft Control Team:®3" and endrfield control towor (AN'TSQ 7GR) were requeste :
' od to resolve the oxisting limitations, Six electric holicopter landing lights were :,
- instolled /on the runway-to reduce the hazards of night helicepter -gpproaches, The 3
. taxdway was lengthened, marked, ‘cleared, and m3de uschble as a xunway and i3 preeent- . 7
1y-being used.by CIA daily for transporting roplacement and daparting, personnol, - g
Rovetmants are being tuilt for protecting helicopters agoinst mortar-attaock and. ara

2ifty percent. complote. ‘Oti:er achiovamonts ave listed ‘belows \ . h f

i

NRCIITRPITY

Lk

Ay A

Sorties Flowm
Conmand & Control Troop Lft  Girgo Bty  Gaswlty Buao : 4
OB-23 06l _, , -
WD 722 . 999 . & ‘
Aerial Rire Support ~ , ‘ i
& Reaction Fo‘rcgé' Adfninistmtion ~ Réconnaisgsanca
0B-23: ' 1253, £ , - N
uRe | 23 ‘ /@ . o
W - 1589 50
No. Pase Tong_Cargo Hours Flowi  Fuol Corisuried {pal.) k‘
OH-23 3007 3l © last8
UH-10 me 21080
Ul 7804 B2 211k C . 190%0 !

’ These results wore achieved by use of resources orgaric.to the Regimental
Miation Platoon, the Squadron Aviation Seotions and.the Adr Guvalry Troocpe:

b. mnployma‘tt The Observatiou Halicopters weve - utﬂiled mainly for come
mand and contx-ol, ‘reconnalssaiies,.. and fire. acxjuatment at. the squadron-level, Ine

oauntry onentution md trodning of. newly arrived aviators was accmplﬁ.‘iba with &
vlgoroua emphasis ¢n- aatety. '

'l'hn "UB-LC ‘gunships were employed in aarial nre mpport &s-a. rapia\reaction
force and in reconnal 364nco miaaions.
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- continuod to enlisnce the versatility of the Cavalry Squadroni. Safe procaoures wore .

" and -are in tho use of eguipmont was. emphasizea and practiced in. ordar to canserve

. back wp of tower operators, generators and radics is 'required for corsistency of

erators. sheerlng driveahatta, parfoxmnce of the 1100 hour periodie’ mspectiou for

CoNFDENTEL

AU e

R iy b .
Results of fire Moy  June | July  Total n -
VC kiled confirmed 7 T g T3 ‘ A
V0 idilod estimatod 10 5 LY RN L oy
Results of Fire By Jme  §ily  Total s R B
Structures destroyed 1 1 0. 2 - T TR
Structures damaged 2 ) 23. 8 - A
Ammnition conmmeds  7.62 2780 Lo ' v

934,100 6, * XE566

‘UB~ID aircraft were printipally utildsad foi IRAP ineerbion and extra m.on,
medical evacuation of the wounded, Might Command and- controi, grom monnniasnnco
and emorgency resupp]y. ) .

"¢, Tochmiques: The observation and. canmmucation capabilitios -of the (B2

aphasized for flying undor advorse conditions such.as nm‘(,inal weather; ‘night and
low levels The progrom.of STANDARDIZATION rides for. _aviators.every three months.was
sontinued to maintain & high-state of proficiency: -4 program ‘0f infuision of aviator:
vtrge instituted to sproad the -rotation of aviators 08 evenly ‘as pouible throughout

0 yoare

Trubine powored UH~1 flying hours wero.élosély monitared in order to 1y cnly :
those tasks nocesscry for accanplislment of the mission, ‘Conservation.of. flying -timc

the 1ifo of tho. aircraft. The average number of .hours-flown is os. “ollows: .

*

0Hm23 ) UH-1LC UH«?.D
May 68. 58 e
Juno s &Y - 55
July &7 69- é2

The main aroa- of technique dovelopmont was in providing.close. fire support curw
ing éarimoss,, It was loarned thot the -¢lements aasontial for success in this type.
dperation-dopond upon dotailed roconnaissance during daylight hours:of positions. and. -
outposts likely to be subject to enomy attacks and closs coordination with the groun
command and’ control cloments E:qaerience gained during the. quartar in this tyde ope
eration indicate: that. ground elements can expoct’ rapid, effactive: gunship’ support
during: darkness with friendly troops stztionary and vhen -the -above listed. actiana
are aceomplished,

A major avea of cncern wos mainteining the hishest possible humber of airora.ft\
flyable, Wght maintenznce and the, shuttling of parts to the base camp from.gensral
support undts assisted in maintainimz a good aveilability rate, ‘The base camp-aire
£401d tower .provided a flight following service for aiveraft.and an’instant relay to-
medntenance.when racovery of a downad sircraft was recuiveds It was loarned that a.

-operation even though the% are” not authorized g the TOE, The baae camp -airficld 1s-
handling an averago. o Y, end whon. 8 used Zor & stoping area fo
operations,. the .aiy’ tratfic count riaes o over 800, It.is antioipated-that the

125th My Traffic Control Company will provide same assistance. toward the. mannina
of the Alr Tralfic.idvisory Facility,

- ds Mointedances The maintenance 1osture ‘has baen plaguad w:\.th Cﬁ-23 goDm

the UHel" and the melfunction of amament +gystems .on the UHe1Ce The availability of
. sed.on reddy alroraft was uigm.ﬁocmly reduded because of ‘the J.ack of direct supw.
port maintenande at Blackhorse Base ‘Camp for aircreft arfigment and. radioss, Hencop-
‘ters: with armemont and radio systéms: ‘roquiring diract - mmort maintenanoe xust be °
flom to Vung Tau for yepair which is time-conswdng and uses flight ¥ims.not in sup. :
port of combat affort, -Considering thess obstacles, the.availability has baen excels:
Jond oompared: to other units in- Viatnau. 'rhe aircruft avo.ilabuity is cs fouwu
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Adroraft. availability ~ (oxpressed-in percent of nssigned aircraft)

"3 gl . TUHAD,
May Yo 76 8945
Junie n 9 81,8
July- 72:6 76 82.8

7. (U) LOGISTICS.

a. Jonoral: The rogiment wes aiequ'\*‘ely supported in Class' I thra V by the
29th Support Orotp,  The privusy mcms of resupp?y foy Glasses I, II, IIT and I wag
suwply point distribudion frau the 3ud Ordnanco Dabttaiion at Long Binhi. In this
quarter, during ‘actical operations conducted by the rordmont, resupply was: conducte
by both grcund convoys and air, -Ghinook ChT,

be Supp:l.y and Maintenancos
(1) Quasz In Adsquata support woa Hrovided, The 26-day cyclic mem

‘provides for too many D% type rationg,, tiore fyesh meats and vegetablea would be
-appreciated, espicially during perioda the unit 3 are ab-base -0aMp,.-

(2) Class IT/Vs

{a) Tho regimont received the'9 suthorizod dxmor Vehicle Launch
Dridges “(AVID) during this poriods

(b) The regimont oxparwnc)d a shortaje of hecdscts (Hlé]./U) used

" by track vehiclo erow momberso

(e) Availability of signal repair parts contimes o be a problem

(3) Mointencnces Dirzact mainténsnce suprort wos provided by the 55151;
Tight #aintenanco C cmpeny- during the periode Due to the time 1ag in receivi'zg ‘need
ed repair parts; same vohicles experience long péricds:of dovm timg,. "This unit fure
ther expericncod a-shortage of engingsd for Inh};’\l wehicles. Critical shirtages stil
exist in signal repair parts causing excessive down time on equipmen'b turned in for

¢e Tranaportation: Organie ’cr‘.nsuortation was | .ad extensively for-the
transporting of ropair parts-and Class IT ibtoms from sun,wly denots in Saigen and Lon
Oinh, This was due to the noneavailabilidy of sumorbing transportation from 18t

Toglstical Comnanid.on a t:l.mely basis, Adr rewsupply by Chinook C47 and UE-1D was
‘uned extansively for-all classes of suyply during tastical operations eoncductod durw

ing this pariod, ;

ds ‘Servicess Adeyuate support was. Hrovided, however it has been noted: the
the contract loundry service ot THU-DUC has detericrated ‘since thia laundry was
intially used, lMery items cre being exchzmged at the loundry dand the _quallyy of

-vorlananshh has. decroased,

“9‘0 Modionls .
() Gonorel, -Injurdes-as a rosult of hostilo aotion are prima:ily due

o f*a‘aoants. The wyper and lower extremities are nost canmonly affected, Chest an

abdoninal -wounds acoount-for'less than L of rcpor*/sd injiries. ‘e percentege of
injired as a rosult of hostile-action (IRHA) cases evaoudted. for hospitalizaticn wes

" smaller- then in the-précdeding quarter (189 evacuited, 33 trea'aed at regﬁmnta.l. £acm

111&")9
*(2) ‘Unususl. diséases, Mclarin occm'rad -t an-average of four cosos e

* month, ‘!onr 0808 of -hepatitis wore diagnosods ' Three hundrad and eixty-cight-caces
of diarrhea:werc:roportods Unlt modical personnol *have "boen unabla to ‘assooiate-200.
. and: wnter sourccs-in any of these 0dees, : \

() ‘HETGAP, The MEDOAP:progrom: during-the report b riod:was: oonductud,

- in.a more- orcmuod manney, Most of the MEDCAP milsiono ware oondueted Yy -a-tass of
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ona physician and soverdl medies, Skin disoases,. uppor respiratory tx'act intections, L G
and suspoctod mn]xmtrition typo disorders and anamia were the most frocuontly eos T
countoiod disonsos, - During tho month of July specicl emphasis was placed on improve
ing basie-sanitation, and tho handing. out of goap to the pationts sooms to bo a
promising atort in'this.diroction. Attomnts are heing made to rovigit cortadn ¥ile
lagos or hamlots on a rogularly schodulod basis, A total of 5297 madieal and 226
deutol pationts wore troatod, Fiftyetwo missions wore pertomed.

N
PECW T VIR

(s

8, (U) Civic detion and Psychologieal Operationss

Qe Givic Jdction dxring, ths .quarter included an increassd.munber of MEDeAR/
DENICAP, English lenguage olasses, and distribution of commoditiea and foodstuffs to-
tiio Viotnamcso pooples In addition, a nbw tuilding was constructed: at.tha-Chiou Hoi
contors Close coordinad’on with loesl agzancies involvad in civig action vas mads to
insuro that theso projents support GVN objectives. -

CEINCT i) N L BN A 4

3 i {1, InMay, considorable progress was made by the Hoi Chanh of tho . RN
1 Leng Khanh Chiou Hoi. cantér toward the comsletion of a six moter by twelve meter - .
’ : bwuilding, Also, during the month of May, scrap lumbor and foodstuffs were donated
to tho Chiou Hoi conter to improve living standards at the centers A total of 2,500
1ba. of rice, 1,500 lbs of milk, 1,350 1bs of cooking 5il and 100 bars.of scap. vore
distributed to noedy Vietnamose thrcughout ths provinces 4 total of 6.;0 paticonts
wore treated during vhe month as part of the MEDGAP program, and 191 were troated ’ ) .
during DENTCAP, Romgeu relief asﬁstame was provided during the fimal stoges of ’ N
Oporation MANHATTAN, and 1§ tons of coptured rice were rotumited.to-tha GV, ) - )

IR

Ty O S I T T SO T

(2) During the month of Juna, the exiension-of the dormitory at the I S
* Chieu Hol Gentor, in Xusn Loc, was com-leted, In addition, thic Hoi Chanh have come . o
monced work on the renovation of existing buildings, This is a golf: held program . . :
with assistance and advice being provided by the §5.saciion of the 11th Ariored Cave
alry Rogimént and Civilion Oporations for Rovoluticnary Dovolopmont Support (CCRDS)e
In addition to tho six motor by twelve motor Luilding at the Chicu Hoi Contor, a
class 55 oxpodient timber bridge was constructod (YS 94868), and two 72%.culvorts, p
) ~30tin length wore installed (Y¥5509993), Civic dction algo included MEDCADs, durlng . " ;
| which 1,716 porsons wore treated, A total of 300 1Bs of cement, 1200 1bs of rics, R g
* 952°1bs.milk, 72 gallons cooking oil, 700 lbs of corn me:l, 1200 1us polled-wheot o
and 900 1bs of bulgar wheat, as well as 20 rolls of galvanized tin and 25.1hs of
candy, was dispatched -for distribution to the needy civiliens of the province, Mome e .
bors of the rozimental S5 section continued to assist in vocstionol training of Hot ’ .
Charh .in ca.n;entry, magon, work, ond animal husbendrys toe

(3) In July, the 18th AIWN Psychologieal Cparations (Psyop) tohm wax
used in conjunction with regimental activities. 'rm toxi ue-used & total of &
times, during MEDG..P/DEMC.\P and cordon and sacreh opirations, The-ARVN has. proven
. very cogporativo and effective in tho deployment:of thoir PSYOP toam, The Hoi Cbanh- c
v . . of the Lonn Khanh Chiou Hoi econtor are making propavations for construction of ane i . 3
. -other bnild.tng to house new Hol: Chanh, The SS saction of tho 1lth Armored Cavalry :
and CORDS work ¢losaly on this projact 4n ordor to coordinato disposition of-material . :
and technical assistonca, Tuly also 3llustrated tha continuing. involvement of the
Blackhorse Ropimant in swport of Revolutionary Developmont and oivie action. Thirw
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E * téen’ truck loads of lumber wero delivered to the Chicu Hoi Center and the 52nd § angez ]

1 Jattalion for rebuilding and imoroving housing, Also 1350 1bs of milk, 2900 lbs of g
) rico, 2000 1bs of oil, 1100 1bs of bulgar wheat and 150 lbs of condy wero distributec )

E% ; to tho ncedy farilfes of tha province. .In order to stimulate educational and voca

a tional traiming in'the provincs, 3300 school kits, 420 sowing kits and 30 shovels

vore distribu’ood during the month. Tho regiment's emphasis on MEDCAP. :showed wogdtdve *
. * rosults 88 the. numbor of patients trected.incrossed fompfald, A total of 2,972
X - - potienta. Woro troated, in add.ttiom, 35 pationts wore-troated during DENFCAD,

S (L) During tho quarter, caro was taker. to. nohiuva a.more favorable:
3 L - " balanoo botwooh short torm-immodicte impact projects: and. long: range projosts, with
< BRI e . tho goal-of assisting tha indigonous populatdan’in achloving greater solfesufficie
; enoy,. Closer laison was:achiaved with'the 18th.iRVN Division;. thoir PSTOP and .cule
tural toams produced rowseding results for' tho yegiment; Close Miaison arl coorcine
atdon continuas with both US and Vietnamese .agencics in.the ares:that ave actively
{nvolvod in-civie action, Among thase.are the seotor. advisory toam, advisory Porson.
ncl.of tho 16th ARVN Division, -eubsoctor advisory’porscnnel, the m:-:tr:lct Chief, the
85 of the Sith Artillery Group, tbe G’.viltan Oporat.iom for Revolutionary Dovelopmnt

TSR L W2

il

e e

g s e

Pabe 16 o ,

T

TR
|




-

. — _ e et 1 e - - ——— .- ——

. CONFIDENTIAL- :

N Suppart, and the Joint United States Public ‘Affairs Office (mw) rrr:esentativc.
; The employnent .cf al® available agencies anl rescurces in a fruitful ‘civie 2cticn
- ' B program is 2 necessary prereduisile to an effective civic action/Revolutionary De—
. veloment progran, v

B Yy
+

- . The psychalogical warfare effort of the 1ith jrnored Cava_ry Regizent is
supperted by the I0th Mobile Field Tropaganda Tean from the -2L6th Ps,. chelogieal
onm-atims Company “in Bien Hoa, Fram 1 May thru 31 July the team conducted a

total of 78 psychclogical warfare mssims in which there were 7,449,400 leafiets
droppzid ind"35 hours” of loudspeaker broadcast t:lr.e.

(1) ‘The psychological operaticns of the past quarter can generally -

be divided into o types, (1) direct sumort of scuadron amd rezizentel oper-
ations at the recuest of the unit and (2) oncr*tlms which were criginated 5y the
ficld tearm based on its intelligence and. tu-fetmg. During the reporting pericd,
18 special tapes wore prepared.by the ficld team, Thzse consisted of perscncl

. messages frea recent Hoi Chanh to members of their units, nessages by district
and cther lecal officials, and tapes prepared for cuick reidction.to tactical
situations, -

(2) A new addition to the PSYOPS effcrt this Guarter-was-the utile
jzation of the Pzychological Warfare (FSYWiR) Team ircm the 18th ARVY Divisicn,
This special team assisted on varicus occasicns in éonducting MEDCAP as well as
cordon and search cperations. This type of cperaticn will be.centinued,

‘9. (C)- FERSORZEL RECUIREMEHTS FCR BiSE CRP OJ‘i-R.nTIG‘I This regiment has-
a pdnimun req\ureth for 15-officers, 41 1CO, and 142 Ef for strictly base. czoip
operations, These recuirements include Primory Rep.acz:e:xt and Clvb persomnel;
Logistical Convey Centrol and Unit Police ‘personnel ; Pegincntal Training Scheol
NCO; water point, armunition, supply point and baggage procuring perscnnel, -and:
supply perscnnel at the Long Binh conver-staging arca. At the present.time these -
personnel arc.assigned to Headquartoers . and Headouarters. Troop, 11th-Armored Cave-
alry Ruginente This recuirenent should not . be coimted against the combat strcngt‘x
of the maheuver souadrons cnd the Air Cavalry Trodp. This is-zn 2bsolute minirum 3
requirement which is necessary for the safety and well-being.of all of-the units :i

- ——

ard perscnnel ‘assigned to Blackharse Base Camp, This: problen is especially- erite
ical for the 11th Armored Cav-lry Regiment as it is.the only-scperate trigade
or tegmc-nt 4 Victnam that is-net anthorized 4 support battaiion, :
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SECTION II  COMMANDER'S OBSEFVATIONS AND RECOMNENDATIONS ' )"‘\ ’
1, CGSIVATIQS (LBSSOrS LEARIED) .
-Operations: - 7 - - )

(1) Item: Enemy esployent of autemtic weapons aleng zireraft fir-
ing routes during z=bushes and attacks. | . - -

Discussicns During reccht cnexy apbushes ond night stiacks
zgainst cutposts, hostile zutomebic weapens have becn enployed avey frem the at-
t:c‘m\g ferees and oleng the normol paths t-ken by low flying aireraft to attack -
the loug oxis of the eremy torget. ieap...- ore r_r-plmcd in individucl shelters- . ’ .
. and mounted to fire effectively at iow flying aireraft. |

. Ooservation: Adrcraft crews must be extremely vigilent for anti-~
sireraft wezpens arcund enexy anbush ond m.,,ht attzck sites, HWhen discovered these
weapons tast be given priority in being neut“d_lzed so that effective firc con be
placed cn encry forces,.

(2) Itcm: Qoordin::t,ion of Air Strikes and artillery. Fire.

-

Discussion: The lack of commacn cazwmnications frccuencleo be- -
¢ teen the ground éomander and the Forward Air Centrcller (Fi%) hos cdusced dif- .
ficulty in coordlnatmg Adr Strikes ond artillery Fire rc.su_t:mg in 2 .1.055 of fire .
supnart for ground units during criticcl masents of engagement with the CReLY,

- Chservation: The ground cermanders must cperate cn 2 Iricuency
cempatible witi ke Forward Air Controller!s raiic, thus ,llo'm‘g the. F.C to mea-
iter the comand net, The FAC could brief the fighters, then netify the ground

casnder that the fighters are rc‘.dy. Upon hearing; over the cemannd net, thnt

the: 1nst rcund-was on the way or that the artillery had been s .am.z‘ted, e FaC

shoild nerk the terg:t and ordcn‘ ‘the fighters in. If this procedure is-foll owed,
: the fighters can be deployed in ~ minirum of time, Using this nroccdure, with the
-1st, Scuedren cn Operatien JUHCTION.CITY I, 'Phase II, the ;15H.nr.» were on torget
-1ces than cne minute following the Yast round of artillery. In. auo.:.t:.vn, if the -
last.reund of artillery firc is white phospiiorus, . marking by FAC is not.necéssary,
wWlowing.for a more rapid reaction-by the fighters,

——

(3) Item: Roeovery of Damaged Yelitcles,

Ny

Discussicn: It has.beun- fcund that recovery of ¥113 is facil=
itated by having a tractor ond 12 ten trailer accenpmy the recovery secticn wnene
ever possible, This allcws vehicle recovery without dragging the personnel coyrier :
over hard surfaced roads. ' ‘ "

- .o

 Observation: Recovery teans sheuld be acéampanicd. by 2 tractore
"~ trailer whonever possible, ’ .

(4) Item: ‘PAC ~nd obscrvers must keép abreast of the tactical site : )
uation, . ‘ L. )

Discussici.: Valuable imo is lost when mfom"ticn of the-toce
tical situation mst be rels .yed to FiG..

. Observation: The practice of FAG reporting in-on the- crmand
‘nat to le'*.m the tactical situation. should be follewod by all cbservors rether
than having information releyed.

‘(5) Items Pesbive:Defensive-Mensurcs . :

. Discussions During the rainy senson, digging undurgrcund “hunkors
i fop pcrmanont protection usuclly rosulis in water i‘xllt,d trenches,

Obscrvation: Sr-venty-two inch. culvert half-seétions: oan be ;
‘.asily tr'-.nsportod t2 the fieldfor use wivh sandbags as. support for bunkors and’
overhoad covor nmd procludés digrin{;—in, thoroby z'voiding wator filled trenches,.
Seo Disgram, naxt pago).
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(6) Ttem: Acbush Indicaters ~

Discussicn: An asbush depends primarily .on surpnse for its. © . .
success, This surprise can’be eliminatod or miniddZed, and the dhexy force des= . a
troyed or ncutralized by cbserving telltala indicators, These indiex tors arc. R

" (a) Absence of indigcnous population in ficlds ‘o tubber pL'm- SRR - .
tations adjacent to-the-roed or in towns -kaovn:-to bo.populated, - - SRR A - T

ranlowias ety s ]

- .

(b) Absence of civilian traffic- er the roed,

TR

(¢) Unexplained hilts in eivilian traffic flow; vehicles stopped
or parked on the side of the road.

"

(4) Road ‘blocks of: trees, brush,, ad atits N I

(e) Combination of one-or more of the above in-an aréa licking o ;
room for menecuver or possessmg limited-trafficability for tracked. vehicles, - e e . T

St actis ot
3
.

_ Obscrvation: ulert ground crews or personncl in command: and con= "’ B :
trol aircraft can use these indicators as early warning and initiate propm D) . .o oo
countermedsures to neutralize or destroy the ambush: force. SRR :

” [ (Y S

(7) Itep: Jungle Clesring, T LT

Discuygsion: Units often clear heavily fordéted or ovcrgrom
areas to establish laager positions, LZ's ond access roads, -ar to. conduet seerch
and destroy operaticne, Sevércl steps can be taken to reduce mjury -to personnel
‘and damage to equipmént,

- (2) Pulldozers will effedtively clear the nrea,when cantact is IR E
‘pot imminent, In this wey, weapons, ordnance, and perscnnel of the- canbat vehicle ) X
will not te m’bosed to unnecessarily rough treatment, S

(b) Should comba 2t vehicles be used, ‘drivers- shonld be buttoned
up; nearby ccmbat vehicles should. cover the "clearing™ vehicle, . i

{c) “Remove loose equipment fyom the top or sides- -of the vehiclc. i S
Secure itcmg vhich cannot be stowcd -inside the vehicle. Sens:.uva J.tms, such- as B TN =
radio a.ntemas, sheuld be tied down. or removed,

(d) Instruet soldiers not to place their crms on rims ‘ot cupolaa,
or upon potential cutting edges (arner shields) in. the évent of. fallmg ob,jt.cts .
.such as tree Iimbs ’ . i

(e) Usé teriks .in licu of ACAV whmevar possible, Exercisa. care
to prevent demage to.weapons and-main.gunss:weapons such a3 machine ‘guns- should ‘be
déprossed and dopt on lino toward the direct:.on of; mcvcmcnt.

k]
<
4

(£) Instruct vohiele cam".nders to g,uide their vchieles along
.paths of. 1c-xst resistanced

x

. (g) M.untain “intorval between adjac»nt vehicles during multiple— L
wds Jungle clearing opera tichs, . ) i

’ Observation: I’ersonm.l shcula be tr:\med to- cle:xr heavily jungled

areas within “the capability of their vch:.cles and mthout injury $o. per.,onnel or . :

saerifice of ceuipment,

(8) . temt.” Suspension Systoms. T . o
Disoussions During-the rainy season, suspen.vion systems :are. sub-»
Jected-to contmuous strain as o ‘result of the Tud~and -swampy; terrain. Accumu-
lation; of dricd mud on and ‘around ‘the idler crms-and road .wheel -arms-causes ‘the
track to be” forced fron the. road wheels, resulting in thrcnm trnck and ruptured o
sealse / X . <

? N ‘ ve * - X B »
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-Obsarvation: Crews rust be parulmmrly consclous of before,
during ~nd-after- operations checks on auspens:lon systens. Track tension and road

" wheel ofl levols must be checkod contmumsly. "Mud deposits should be "hipped -off

with a-shovel or tonker's bor
_(9) Item: icrinl Resupply.

- Discussion: Overlond re.,upply off ngin roads-during the rainy
season-is impractical, Whecled. vehicles connot negotiate the xnuddy or swanpy
terrain prevalent in this .arca, :\lthough acrlal resupply alleviates this resupply
problem, the following additional factors peculiar to this ‘method - of resupply rust.
be considered:

(a) Weather: The uncertainty 9f aerial resupply due to poor
wéather required full ‘five days basic load -at 21l .times be maintained cn wehicles

-dufing ficld operations.

(b) Priorities of resupply items must bé established, and items
prepackaged for efficient usc-of the aireraft. . +

{c) Logistics perscnnel rust be-thorcughly familiar with riggi.ng

“techniques, ‘LZ scleetion, and preparation, acrial resupply cc:mum.ca.tzons pro=

ceduros, and aireraft lond: capac:.tlc.,.

Observation: Logistics .Jpersonnel riust not allow the- speed of
aerial resupply to be a substltutc for careful planning, Weather and aircraft
mrintenance introduce variable.. wh.ch drastically affect the- aerxal resupply - -efferte

(10) Tbon: Revolut:.onary Development M’ter:.als/c:.nl Affoirs,. .

Discussion: Grants to ARVN Ferces, local villeges, and’ RF/PB

.cubposts in the form of constructicn cr barrier naterials must bé mdde in quan=

titivs comcnsumtc with the locz\lly available: nANpOWEr, Sl,ockpllmg of largc
quantities of such material nuy imposc a secur:.ty burden upon responsible persons.

In ~dditien such materinls may be-used inproper]y or for barter if =Ilcwed to age
cumulatc.

Observation: Provide materisls in-quantities- which efin be used:
effectively over-a cne to two day -period, .

(1) Iten: C:.vilian Labor and Plannings
Dlvcuss:wn. C:.v:.h'm ldibor can beused feob’ the- nutual ar‘vs.nt ge

of US Ferees and Victnancse Natdonals for such tosks as clearing bmsh, crecting.
fortiflc 2tions, and common. hard labdr, -Civilian. labor reqaircments n..xst be plz"med

Aand cobrdinated well in advanée -to- 21low Naticnol Police and village chiefs to

,scre(.n ava:.lable personnel, Wages, work:.ng condltions, and labor rnqulrenents can
be 'malyzed 'md agreenents nade from District throu;:h village level, Use of
civilian 1abor ¢n Operatien Emporia- I disclosed that the people were uninfotmed

.of the. labor- ccntr:-ct, dissatisficd with their wiges, and ignerant of the Jeb to

bo pt.rforned. This. problem was caused: by insufficxent tlm 'zllowed £0r toordine

‘ation of“labor. requirmmts.

Observation: Adow 2—3 weeks notiﬁc'\ticn am’ coordination time

A to allow GVN officials to exploit their manpower rcscurces and elmin‘ te nise

underst.andings. '
(1?) Iten' Ehploynent ‘of Vietninese:National: Pohce.
Discussiont Vietnamese Natioral. Pol:.ce are s:.nt 0 -the ficld

unprepared and, \minforncd. In most eases, they explain- that their -section. chiefs
~don't tell then: where«thc.y are.going, how long they will be _gene, or:what they aro

to do,. Policenen rcport to-the Squadron without sleoping ge'u-, proper cmngc of.

I

) psegv'tt;on Wdle this. lack of informtion porhaps :uds
security, a.procedure should be .cstablished to insure that. .policenén report to.o
unit with the wquipment and' clothing’ necessary tor extendod ﬁcld om~tims.

.
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modie\to ;lnspoctiona.
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"(13) Item: - Chaptur~q Enavy Meteriad, .

<

‘Diséussions Captured: enery itess m:e‘-.oﬁ:m kept by soldiers,

as var troghios.».

Obscrvation: Captured meterial sheuld be tag _,ged ASAF as to
vhere, when, and how and who capturad tho-material. If the item is.a'valid "war
trophy" it shculd be promptly returned-to the trooper whoe found it, Soldiers
should be infermed of the viluable intelligence information gained from captured

itens and assured that legitimate war trophies willhbe returned t.o them,

(lh) Iten: Radio Transmission.

Diseussion: Gomplaints are received concerning gﬂroled rzdio
tran.,masims, espoeially (.uring the -rainy season.

Obscrvation: Antennas ‘shuuld be, unserewed. fron theif bases and
clcaned daily. Mud and.dirt accumuilate on.the base conngctiug ball, causing-weak
end distorted trimsmission, ’ :

»

(15) Iton: DOAP Teals and Intellis'unce.

Discussion: MEDCAP feams arc “ecciv‘.d f.'wombly by the ‘populos’ .
tion, The pcople are more willing to talk abcut VG activitics,

Ouservation: NI or 5-2 perscanel nhmld accom,vmy MEDCAP Teans
to obtain mtcllim.nco 1nformt10n. -

2, RECOMMENDATIONS,

a. OCbservation: thcl trafficability is greatly reduced during the ot
soon season; vhereas tracked vehicles demenstrate versatility in opcr'\ting over

varied terrain, -During Operation-EMPORIA. I whedled vehicles encountered diffi- .

culty ‘in-nancuverding nnd keeping up with track vehicles, As a rusult maqy wheel\
vchiclcs nceded. in the combat trains remained, at' the base camp, which grc-xtly .
incre.xs\.d t'nc nwaber of acridl resupply sorbivs necded, i

Reeomendation: ‘That the new H548 ca¥go corrier be- '\uthcri cd in
lieu of saic of vhe whuelea veideles in she som.dron -suppert platocn. The 1548
can be adapted or rlcd:.fied to transport fuel -er waker peds, as well as o carry
ammunition, Six of the M548 are. to be iscucd to the Howitzer Battoeries of each
scuadren, Three are to be issued for the flane thrower-sections of cach squadrom,
Additional M5L8 should be issued to'the support platoon to inprcvu 11;5 cross
conntry nobility.

b, Observation: The rcginent hag cxp\,rienced a ow w*ilnb:n.lity rate

" -on OH-23 Aircraft due to.failures of: Cylinders; axhaust valvés; fugl. pumps;

i@n:..,ion leads; geperntors; tail robars. Problums have been enccuntered with the
flight ¢ontrol system; 82% of those checked have had control ¢onneet ' ons which

V6 beon grounded, and witvh aircrai‘t bolts vibmting logse, -Also-soveral éngine
fatluros have cccurred in aireraft.which have habituclly carried: two passcngers
and* “wiiere the«ongine had: in-excess of 700 opcmticnal haure.

1

v Rggomm ndaticn. . :
' (1) “hat several addfbional chucke be- initirted”during the

'Intcrmedi._te and:Poriodic:Inspectionss -~ -

ey

(z\) Ccnpraesion chccks.‘ f e
) A moro vigorous ‘o4l analysis prc::ram.
* (e) A méro thotough 4chc3ck 9;' nll;"gys;t»magu;ih@ tﬁc ;ptcr-

. (2). That-tail TOLArS,. which hs\vo been found to hst ‘no re
tmm 5400 hours, Lo dye pcnetmted at each ‘F3 to pro.cludc cmc;cs Lrom goinr' uns
. - Y . . '
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detcctet“..
(3) That. eontrol systems be checked éach 10 hours,

(L) That all bolts be retorqued after rup...-\cment and- ch\.ck»d d\.ring
Al seheduléd and unschoduled.maintenancé, . ?' L

(5) “That o more extinsive FLL be mza.ntqned to preclude loss of -
wailability due to. cnrburator, gcncr'-tor and fuel' punp f'xilure.

(6) That OH-23 aircraft be restricted to garrying cne passenger to
reduce 'lo2d on cnginé and prevent carly enginé - fdlm'us. )

Co Observation; The rifle platoon. or:n.m.c to the-11th. Arnered. Cavelry:
Regiment's Ar Cavalry Trocp hns bccn used as a long ra.ngu recmna:.ssancc clcaent,.
Under the staff supervisicn of the .regimentol S-2, long r::m;e rcconnaa.ssance
pitrols have.previded ‘tinely and acéurate. infornation concerning areas of oper—

- ations, However, ‘because of insufficient tzu.mmg in patrolling te.cmim.«.s, land
navigation, jungle survival and hclicopter insertion and extraction procedurcs -
for thick jingle, the rogiment has hid to send: helbers, of tha" 'xero-rlfle pl-xtocn
to the Mivv t_u.condo Schools Tho neccssity: for this schooling; mnd. the tr'xining
of the platcon membars net sent to the Recendo schicol.has.meant a-Yoss of utils
izaticn of the platoon as a rceennaissance elcnent.. -

Recormendation: That Ranger Schéol trained p‘.rso sol be- provided
for utilization in-the. Alr Cavalry Troopts 4cro-r:.f1\, platoons This spc.ci&hzcd
training vould cneble the platoon to Le cnplcyud as n long } Pango recmnaisq:mce
elcnent with a ninimua of in-ccuntry- training,

de Observaticn: The TOE for the 11tk Armered Cr.v*lry Peg:rnnt dees nok- i
prondc a means for clearing supperting fires,. At the rogimental level, theré is . - |
autherized artillery linisen sectica to handle-artillery fintters snd the: com
ordlm.ticn and delivéry of fires during cperationss The reginent, during Cper- -
ation IMPCRIA, occupied four fire-support b'\scs ané hed four artillery botterics -
supporting three battalicn size cperaticns,t The: 54th frtillery Group, Located in
Xuan Loc (YTZ;SOB) °pnr<mn.tely 12:idlaméters nerth.of basc camp, had 8" and
175rm artillery in support of the regment's cperaticons,, In:additicn to the
froblen of fire support éocrdination fren the w:.\.el,,' séparated fire. suppcrt ‘bases, -

- there was .additional fire support coorem'ttlcn ‘reguired, to: m.mtain sunpm't cf
the base canp.

. Recernendations That a fire- SLppcrt elunent, ccnalating of cns
officer, two ncn-corruss:.oned officers an? three radic.tylephoné operatars, bé
authorized. -This umc.ntatlm weuld give the recix:mt..l t'xct:.c'-fl opératicns
center on operaticnal fire support c¢lement and-would 21low-fér a nere” tirely

coordm'n‘,:.rn and delivery of fires in support -of Bl..ckhcrsc "Base. Cd:.p ani reg:.hent- T
al opcrgtlcns. ) . b " N

e, Obacﬂ"ti’cn- The reginent is resently -shart 31+ fﬁ ‘m" 39'B Fun _—
shield. kits for the MI13A. INdiesticns are thz\t these kits will nc.t be avai

able unt:.l Decenber 1967 or Jahuary 1968. . ‘ -
Recctmend'xtlcns' - , - ‘. .t .- .. ) :
(1) That all M1134 shlPPetl inbo RVH that are to be used ps. - T Mt

AGAV Lo ooui“ped .with the-A-ahd B gun shicld kits prior to sh:.pmcnt frcm CO;\'US.-

(2)° That USARV tmko acticn to expe(hte the dohvcry of thesc‘ C
lo.ts to: rc.placc e:o.stmg shcrtagcs. ) . . ,
' £.. Qbscrvation: ALY *esuppl,,r to umts at the Blackhorse B“sy Ba. .
is conducted by daily wheeled vehiclo ccnvoys from Long-Binh, & dist'mé.e of: za.x*prrco(--~
:.mtuly 67 kilancters, These dnily convoys ccnsist of 50 to 60 vehicles and take
‘Lhree-heurs t6 ’cm'rerse National Reutes 1 and .2 to the L:‘,se canp at- Leng-Gizo : M
(Yuh396) Pcrscmwl anit wehicles. uquire 48 heurs .for the round trip-if. th\,,,' are .o
. statiened at the Lidckhorso Baso. Cafap, - In. addition critic*.l copbat powar is res
. quirsd to cecﬂrt all wht.elod vehiclo cnnvoys, wh:l.ch r«.ducus the rormcnt's opers: .
:33 PR P
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ational cepabilities an? als ;;re::tl., te the.niieage of tracred vehicles, i Viete-
namese railread, which is operaticnal, does run betwecn Lcn,r;751nh and Yusn Loc

(YT4509), which is 12 kiloneters north of the 1lth sirmored Covalry's Blsckhorse

‘Base Canmp,

Recdmaendaticn: That a reilread spir be cmstructc(. from.the.naydn
line-ef the Long Binh/fuan Lee railrcad “te:the Blackhorse Base C.;:xp and that the

railrcad be used for movemenl of supplies to the base cemp,

g. OCbsérvaticn: The operaticn of Blackhorse Base C:\:'xp requires 2 mindrum
cf 15 officers, K1 NGO end 142 E above the TOS strength of the 1lth .r—trred Cav-
alry Reginent, These personncl are-necessaxy £o-carry cat the res spensibilities

.of iastallation coordination and for the safety and well-being of all units and

rersonncl assirned Lo the Blackherse B:'se Camps In ndditicn to the regiment these
units include the 27th Engincer Babtali alicn (C) , the' Tth-Surgical Hospital, the 506th

‘Supp’y and Servie: Cenpeny, the 5518t 1 Lisht Knrintenance Cenpony and saverel smeller

units, This prcblen is especielly eriticel for the 1ith lmored c‘.v'ury Rnginmt

. as it is the cnly sepérate ‘brigade or regiment in Vietnan ‘that is-not authorized

a suppart battalicn.

‘Reccrmendaticn: That sufficient porsomnel be authorized-thé 11th
arnared Cavalry Regiment to mect Base-Canp needs and to rreclude the diversion of
ccobat strength for this purpese. ’

e Observatich: The 396th Tromsportziicn Detackzment (CERY) is staffed
to provide maintennnce “support for 26 UH-L type holicopters.. The 11th ayncred
Cavolry has 48 ‘helicoptors assigaed, As-the ‘1e;.cortu.x' of u‘w 11th mnrc Cave
alry Regiment becche older the amcunt of du-u.ct support raintenance has mcreasad,
and, under rresent cenditiens, rcq\nres evacuation of more and mere heliceptcrs
to Vung Tou for miintenance.. This increases-down-time of helicopters and causcs

a lower availebility rate. Additionally, ne avicnies or crmoments suypcrt is
availnblc within the 39¢th Transportation Detachment,

Rccomendntim:

{1) That 2 secend maintenance detack 1ent be assizred to the
11th Arnered Cavalry Regiment thereby pron.ding the- preper level of direct, supzerd
faintenance in the density of aireraft supperted,

(2) Thit an Avionics tetm and an Aruament boambe 3ttached 4o
the 398th Transportation Detacirient for direct suppert of regimentol .aireraft

These two teams. would cnable the naintenance dotachrent to-provide cne stop
maintenande scrnco at’ Blackhorse b" o Canp th.roby 'n'cclut*.mf evacuaticn of aire.
eraft to" “Vung, Tau which- normally couses o weley in avs ailability of at ‘least 48
hours,

4. Observation: - ; .

LY

'(1)" “Tho 4'\irt3.clq Traffic l\dwiisofy hn;fxdlgs ‘between 250 and 800 opera-

)

{2) Both.FM and VHF radics ore rwuircd for Ar Traffic Control and,
fliaht fol wing serviece.

tions-a day,

-~

(3) An adoquo.to c.o;x,nd;.ble pcwcr ‘source is noeded for continucis
opore.t.ion and: prevcntion of surging, and blwinc of" radios.

(L) Adc-ouo.to trained porsonnel ore rcquirod. “Tower porscxmel rust
bc woll rasted «:md elort.to zrovido kY safe flow of traft‘ic.

\ ) (5) Fireo ‘cruws should: have proper wawing epkm'\.l to fight arieraft
fircss . . .

f_iss.mnm

>

3
. i .
i
(1) Th'x’o t.hc AN/TSQ—?O, which h'\s béen programed for-Soptomber - 67,
i
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‘DC ~nd capable of:- c';rrying at least 100 anmps be authorize'l.

be utilize? for air traffic control in the ficld nd backup contrel ~t the base

(2) That VHF and M radies be =uthorized for the tewer, regimental
flight opcraticns and maintenance. The tower radios are recuired for air traffic.
control and flight fellowing, The flight ororations radic is r»qu:.red fer noniter-
ing the tower, chrnging missions and d:.ve'-tmg airer~ft. im FLi rodio is needed
4n maintensnce for alerting a-special craw for aircraft rec overy, advising nain=
tenance of mechanical failures and enebling madntenance to provide advice to correct
£ajlures when they occurr anld t¢ be able to ‘transmit essential informaticn such
28 engine pressure and tempr..t.ure reading,

(3) That a 100 kw generator ond a rectificr to. convorb. the pover 40 .

(B) . Thet four trained tower oporators be -:mthorized. .

(5) That fire crews be given urcr'u‘t fire nghb:mg cloth:mc, and an
oxygen capability so they weuld be able to got-to the aircraft in-cosé-of fire.




frrasn s

30

A 31 July 1967) . , b

- LT i 'l) 2-1H 1st Ind . ’ e , .
: SUBJECY: Operstional Report-Lessons Learned (CS FOR - 65)(1 z,uy 1967~ , i

HEADGUARTERS, 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION, AI’O San I‘ranclsco 96370 '1 8 DEC 1957
T0: Commending General, II Field Force, Viet nam, APO San FI«HClSCO 90226

1.. This Headquarters has reviewed the 0per1t1onal Report—Lessons
Learned for the period ending 31 July 1967 from Heacquarters, 11th Armo*ed
Cavalry Regiment. - soe T

2. ‘This Headquarters concurs with Section 11, Commandexrs Qb§erya$@ons
and Recommendstions, with the following except;ons: ) A . S

H

, ; } .
a. Reference Section ITI, parasreph 1a (2) end 12 (4): Wénconcur.
This is the "00- the vhole show" concept. Staff ahd all redio néts (aix,
eround, artillery, etc.) should be emplored to increase breadth of. unl"v
capatilities and cffectiveness, This "one man show" concept iz inadequat
to handle & rerl cembined oxms operation. Too many agencies on the COIME nd
net ceuse conxestion gnd confugion. Iroper command snd staff techniques
should be folloved. , e

b. Heference Section II, paragraph 2b (6): Nonconcur. .0H23 i
aircraft are desipned and are capable of carrying two passengers. Borly o
- engine feilures ove primarily ceused by over boosting the OH23 enfrine.
These over roosts are normally caused by pilet inattention to welbut and
i balance couputaticns in relation to high density sltitude overntis
i resulting in the 0H23 helicopter belnw over meximum quthorlbod welght.
.o 3. Yhis Heacguarters would llkc to further emphasize the ‘follovnng
! pereprepns of Section IT:

. a. Reference Section II, paregrsph 2¢: Concur. If llth Arvorea
) Cavalry Regiment is to conduct Regld mentﬂl/Bvluede (as opposed to separate
] ‘ sguadron) opernbions, & capabilitj for fire support planning and cooxd-

' ination is recuired.

be Reference Section II, pawvagraph 2g: Concur. Headguasrters of . .
tacticol units vecome over burdened uith problems of bsse develovment end
base defense while concoentrating on operntio.s in the overall facticel
. area of responcibility. PFowever, it is an inherent responsibility of the
lieadguarsers concerned to juctify oxganization of previsionsl headquerters.
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AVEBC-RE-H 2d Ind : ’

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, HQ, 11th Arrored Cavalry
" Regiment, 31 July 1967 (RCS: GCSFPOR-65) (U)

A rQ i “l*onc“v, APO San Francisco 96266. 8 NOV 1367

_TTRU. Connana_ng Generel, USARV, ATTH: AVHGC-DH, APO 96375

Connander-In-Chief, US Army Pﬂcific, ATTN: GPOP-07, APO 96558

T0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Porcc Development Department of the
Arry, ‘lashington, D.C. 20310 X 1

1. (€¢) This headquarters has reviewed the attached reDOTS and concurs
with the comments and recormendations with the following exceptions:

a. Reference Section I, paregraph 7 b (3): The Cormand Dead-
line Reports submitted weekly during the reporting period by this unit
do not indicate an excessive deadline rate for Mi1%A1 vehicles. “here
have been instonces vhen engines for these vehicles were out of stock,
but not for en excessively long-time. MACV Directive 335-20, 13 Sep
66, Subject: logistics Summary (RCS: LOGSWHM) establishes s 15% deadline
rate as a criticel point for this item. This unit has maintained a dead-
Zine rate below 15%.

b. Reference Section II, paragraph 2 es The shoriege of A and
B gun shield kits for the 11341 results from the equipping of vehicles
not authorized this equipment. Additionel kits are scheduled to arrive
during the first quarter of 1968. .

¢. Reference Section IT, paragraph 2 f: This‘headquarters does

_.not support the recormendction to build a railroad spur fron Xuan Ioc 0 !

Blackhorse. lACV Directive 55-9, 23 June 1966, Subject: Joint HACV/USAID

Railronad Cooxrdinating Commibtee, states that vhere valid requirements exist

for rail lines for exclusave US military use, these lines must be funded

by U5 militaxry activities. Considering the shortage of US asseds in

Soush Vietnem and high priority requirenments, the construction of a

railroad to service a small community such as Blackhorse is not justified.
S improvements or additions to the transporitation system in Vietnam

_should fit into overall Vietnamese plans. This headquarters is not aware

of current or future Vietnamese plens to build a railroad south from
Xuan Loc. . K

2, (C)"Thé following comments amplify referenced portions of the
repord. .

a. Refcrence Section I, paragraph 7.1 (1): 4 new 28 dey cyclic'
menu vas recommended during the ist Logistical Commend Food Service Con-
ference heéld in August 1967. It was indicated that upon consumption of

t
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AVFBC-RE-H
SUBJECT:

2& Ind 8 NOV 1967
Operational Report-Lessons learned, H§, 11th Armored Cavalry
Regimens, 31 July 1967 (RCS: CSFR-65) (U)

excess "B" subsistanée items all issues will be "A" reiions except those
“B" items issved to sabisfy rotational requ:u:ementa.

b. Reference Section I, varagraph 7 d~ Saigon Suppoxlt Command

has requested that this unit notify them in writing of specific instences

of poor laundry service. This is the correct method of J.Illula"dlng cor-
rective action.

¢. Reference Section II, parazraph 2 b:
curs vith the recommendations in tiic report and the comment in paragraph
2 b of the 1st Indorsement. The recormendations in paragraph 2 b (1) -
(3) should be reported through naintenance chmnels by .)ub'r-:.ttzn:; Bquip-
ment Improvement Reports.

de Reference Section 1I, pa.rmaph 2 ¢: Although Renger Schoéol
at Fort Benning would be beneficial for long range pabtrol personnel, the
1ACV Recondo School at ha Trang would continve 0 e an mcom bry train-
ing requirenent.

FOR THE COIZANDZR:

O WU@M\

‘Be M. McORAPT
CPT, prr
o

‘Phis bec.dquarte*'s con--
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 1 9 DEG 1967

70: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
AP0 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the pericd ending 31 July 1967 from lieadquarters, 11th Armored
Cavalry Regiment (AY6A) as indorsed.

2, (C) Pertinent comments follow:

a, Reference item concerning cyclic menu, section I, page 15, para-
graph 7b(1): Concur., TFresh meats and vegetables are being provided wheresver
and whenever physically possible. The menu has recently been revised and the
majority of the B type components have been removed. Emergency feeding stock
is, however, necessary and¢ it must be rotated. This rotation is accomplished
by only 11 meals of the 28 day cyclic menu,

b. Reference item concerning maintenance, section I, page 15, para~
graph 7b(3), and 2d Indorsement, paragraph 1a: Concur with comment at 2d
Indorsement, paragraph la. APC deadline for this unit is well below MACV
standards., As better demand data is accumulated the PLL/ASL will be more valid
and further reduce repair parts shortages.

c. Reference item concerning laundry service, section I, page 15, para-
graph 7d: Concur. Action has been taken through the 1st Logistical Command
laundry and bath officer who will coordinate with 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment
and the US Army Procurement Agency to correct the situation.

d. Reéference item concerning hesdsets, H161/U, sectipﬁ I, page 15,
paragraph 7b(2)(b): Concur. Eiforts are being made to expedite shipment of
these headsets,

e, Reference item concerning signal repair parts, section I, page 15,
paragraph 7b(2)(c): Concur, This headquarters is eware of the problem, DA
has been advised,

f., Reference item concerning coctdination of air strikes, section II,
page 1, paragraph 2, and fst Indorsement, paragraph 2a:

(1) Comments made in both references have merit. With proper
radio discipline, one or two additional subscribers to the command net should

P

, Downgraded at 8 year Intervals
. Declassified after 12 years
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T TTONFIDENTIRL

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967

" not cause undue confusion and congestion,

(2) It is agreed that proper command and staff techniques should
be followed but the employment of Forward Air Controllers and their participa=-
tion in the command net, or "one man show" concept, should rest with the
commander, -

g. Reference item concerning employment of Vietnamese National Police,
section II, page 4, paragraph 12: Concur., Action concerning deployment of
Vietnamese National Police is not within the purview of Headquarters, USARV,
This headquarters has notified MACV J-2 of this problem.

h. Reference item concerning M5L8 cargo carrier, section II, page 5,
paragraph 2a. Comsent: ENSURE and MTCE action in February and May 1947 was
taken to substitubte four M548 carriers for four 5 ton cargo trucks in the
transportation section of the Cavalry Squadron Headgquarters. Tach 548 will be
fitted with a pump and fuel cell, This MTOE is now pending approval at DA,

- 1, Reference item concernlng TOE, section II, page 6, paragraph 24,
If a fire suppcrt element is required at Regimental Headquarters a MTCE should
be submitted with trade-off spaces provided,

Jjo Reference item concerning A and B gun shield kits, section. II,
page 6, paragraph 2e: Concur. These kits have been the subject of General
Officer correspondence but it appears the issue date is final,

k. Reference item concerning railroad, section II, page 6, para-
graph 2f, and 2d Indorsement, paragraph ic: Concur with remarks at 2d Indorse-
ment, paragraph lc. Priority for construction of railroad spurs must go to
depot complexes and ports., Construction into a tactical base camp which may
not remain in the same location is of questionable value and must be given a
very low priority.

1, Reference item concerning a331gnment of Ranger School trained
personnel to the Aero-Rifle Platoon of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment,
section II, page 6, paragraph 2c, and 2d Indorsement, paragraph 2d, II Field
Force Vietnam. Ranger personnel can be requested by proper annotation on
normal requisitions if such personnel are authorized.
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o ~~  CONE:DENTIAL

AVHGC-DST
SUBJECT:

Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967

3. (U) A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reporting

unit through channels,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

&,,,{ e ///’771;_/7;:"4,’6:’?__ .

C. S. NAKATSURASA

Captamn. AGG

Assistant Adjutaut General-

cc: HQ, 11th Armd Cav Regi
HQ, II FFORCEV
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GPOP-DT (undtd) 4th Ind(U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Ending
31 July 67 from Hq, 1llth Armored Cav Regiment
(UIC: WAY6AA) (RCS CSFOR-65)

oy e b Pt

2 5 JAN 1368

Dl TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
L Department of the Army, Washington, D, C. 20310

e P
g e ane iy g et A ‘fj‘ i '

: HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558

1. This headquarters has évaluated subject report

and forwarding inddrsements and concurs in the report as
indorsed.

. 2, The MTOE referred to in paragraph 2h, 3d indorsement,
. has been approved by DA and will be 1mp1emented in February
1968 by USARPAC General Orders.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

LTAVRIN SHYDER
CPT, AGC
Asst AG
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AMBUSH AFTER ACTION REP(RT: 21 May 1967

. N First Flatoon, Troop K, 3rd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry, commanded by LY

Hichael Boyd, was conducting a normal resupply run along Nabional Route 1 from the

6IA RAY Rock Quarry to the junction on National -Route 1 end Interprovincial Route

! 2 on the morning of Sunday 21 May 1967, Shortly before, the platoon had completed

. ’ clearing Poute 1 for mines aand VC activity betwcen GIA RAY Rock Quarry, where the
"@ ' » +bulk of Troop K was providing security for an element of the 595th ZEngineer Com~ 1
pany, and SUOL CAT village to the west. This distance of approxirmately 6 kitcmeters :
had mroved in the past to be the streteh of read most genera.lly interdicted by VC
activity. The clearmg operation hed proved uneventful, and the platocn had re-
turncd to GIA RAY, picked up the troop mess truck end an Engincer jeep, and proceed-
cd down the clearcd route through SUOI CAT village,

rm— " S——

VWhen passing through SUOI CAT nonc of the members of the platoon noticed
anything cubt of the ordinary. The usual civiliar triffic was on the road,
farmers were $illing their fields, and children were waving to the troopers and
begzing for candy, The advance guard clearcd tho village, crossed the bridge
over SQIG RAI stream (Sec figure 1), and moved west without incident. The mein . i

s body follawed, deployed as shawm in figure 2,

———

iy ety o STRRRT

. The first indication of danger came suddenly at abcut 0850 hrs when the
{ advance guard, about 600 neters ahead of the main body, vas cresting a slight
ridge 2 kilemcters west of the bridge. The iead ACAV was suddenly hit from -
. the right flenk with a 75om recoilloss rifle rownd that pencirated the vehicle . :
i and ‘set the vehicle!s basic load of ammunition avlaze. The two machine gunners
and the grenedier imuediately abandened the ACAV with their individual weapons and
hit the ncf.rcst. difch, SSG P:.ttmn, the vehicle cormander and acting plar.ocn ;
sergeant, barcly had cnough time to hurriedly give a radio call of "s.mbush, ambush, . 1 E
aroush" to the platoon before he and the driver, SPR Steidl, wore foreed by 1 3
cxploding armunition to abanden the flaming ACAV. Pricr to leapirz from the ) . E :
vehicle, however, SSG Pittmon hed cncugh presence of mind $o seize a nusber of - f
hond grenades from the ACAWV. Likewise, SP4  Steidl quickly dismeunted one of the g
side mounted M-60 x:iachincg\ms from the ACAV and began to loy doim a heavy volumo
of suppressive fire, K-11, She ACAV feliowing ¥~10, stopped leng enocugh to take
. ; aboard SP4 Brush, SP4 Royball end F¥C Pugiisi, the crew members who had
. abandoned K-10 about 100 neters east of the point where it had finally come 1o a
L halt, K-11 then foupht 1ts way tnrough the noin part of the ambush, by-pessing
the gutted K~10. SSG Pittman, after dropxing frem his flaming vchicle, saw a
, ) group of five VC in mixed blnck pajama and f2tiguc uniforms approximately 25
meters to the northwest of his positicn and ongagdd them with grenades. He.
sow scveral bodies fly, but had no'time to count VG casualties, 2s, in his words,
Ybullets ucre flying cverywhere", Pittmon ducked tehind the left side of his ,
vehiclo and spotied tarco ™3 armed with rifles behind a slight risc abcut 20 "
neters to his south, He; pranaded thea and turned to see 2 nore VG crossing the .
£
§
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road to his rear.. He also grenaded Yhem and saw them fall., Pittman then fhrew
several nore grenades to all sides to neutralize any more who might be nearby.

it . ks scen as the lead vehicle was hit by recoilless rifie fire, a huge voluze
‘- of recoilless rifle, mortar, RFG-2, auteamatic weapens, and smell arms fires
erupted frem both sides of the road 27 inst the entire length of the colum,
‘The rear of the colusm had just clc'u ed the bridge over SONG RAI stream when
it was hit. The main body of the colurn extended from SONG RIY stream-to the
west a distance of abont 1 kileneter, Dust conditions were so bad that the
vehicles had been forced aliost 100 meters distance to conserve the: VlSlbllltj.
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B I The platocn lenderts ACAV, K-16, was the second ¥ehicle in the nain body. - . .. ‘?% 3
. : Tt -was.driven by Lt Hendrickson, a platoon lcader with the 595th Engincer T ' % J
R : Coopany, which moenned the GIA RAY Rock Quarry. Lt Hendrickson was returning - . i 3
r. i 4o LONG GIAO Baso Cimp to attend to personal business and had expressed-a % ¥
. i dAesire to drive an ACAV, K-16 followed the M48~3 Tank, M-3L4, attached to the ) 93 i
L ' platoon frem Company M; 3rd Sqdn, for added ﬁro expport' ; ‘ ,% p
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Similtaneously, Lt Boyd the Platoon Leader, heard SSG Pittmonls excited
radio message of “ambush, arbush, ambush®-and saw the tank ahead of him take a
hit from a recoilless rifle on its right and become lost in 2 cloud of smoke.
The crew of K-16 watched 2s the tenk fired ene round in reply from its 90
cannon and rnieved cn.  The tank fook several mere hits and besan to angle left
cn the road, coming vo a halt 100 meters we b of the point where the initizd

rovnd had struck.

. The Platoon Leaderts initinl reaction was to try to radio the four trail
ACAV's vhich he did not think were yet in the killing zone. He instructed them

- to go scuth along SOUL RIY streen and seb up a base of fire while he attempted

to fight through the onmbush. Boyd did not Imewr uhether his trail ACAV!s roecieved
his message since he did not receive an cnswer frep any of them., K-16 itself

vent forword, stopping momentarily at the t=nk, There was-no sign of hucman 2ebivity
at the tonk. Boyd assused that the crew was either dead or had abandened the .
vehicle,- As autamatic weapen and snall arms fire was starting to bulid up in

this ares from both sides of the road, K-26 moveu on around the tank and continged
weat on the read. DBoyd tried to ccnt*c‘ his Trcop Headouarters at GIA RiY by

radio and give information on his increasingly desparate situaticn, but by .seme
fluke, hic radios had ceased functioning at this critical Roment.

After passing the tank, R-16 noved west for abeut €0 neters before it tee
was hit by a recoilless rifle reund from the lefs. The round pcnctra.tcd the
vchicle directly smder the radio, wounding the entire crewv, ond spinning the
iCaV to the left. Lt Hepdricksen quickiy regrined control of the vehicle ond,
aided by hcavy suppressive fire frem the iwo side nounted 160 rachindguns. manhed
by SP4 Macc and SP4 Shelton and the fires of PFC Henry and. SPL Pocrmn 5 rarmed.”
his woy through the ambush to where SSG Paitzan and SPh Steidl were fighting
beside the burning K-10. The ACAV sufferéd two more reccilless hits in the rear
during this dash which further injurcd the crew merbers. Between the toanc and
K-10, the ccrew members of K-16 had ccunted no less than six recoilless rifles
with crews ~nd numcrous RPG-2 teams. A1) the Viet Cong secmed to .ba dressed in
black, and 211 appeared to bé unccncerned abiub the fire dirccted 'u'a.:.nst then,

This fact, ncticed by mony survivors of the platoon g;-ve then the inprws:.m thet
the VC were “doped eph.

K-16 halted by K-10, picked up Pitirian and Steidl and overtock R-11 which
was still roving to the west. Boyd hniled the 4CAV, and it stopped. Pittman- -
rncunted K-11, and both vehicles then turned back inte the embusl:, K-11.leading

and K-16 stopping periodically while Beyd spraycd bobh sides of the rcad with.
his calibex_' 50 nmachinegun,

The rear portion of the cclwm was also undergeing its special 1ittle hells
With the Platoon Leaderts loss of cormunicatiecns and the Platoen Scrpeantts
loss of his vehicle, all concerted zcticon as a Platoon ceusced and the fight
degenerated into a series of undirected actions en the port of single vehicles
and individuals, The Troop K mess truck, K-4, followed the Platcon Le-der's
aCAV, 1In it werc the driver, PFC Gregery, ond the Troop lotor Sergeent SSG Jackscn

As soon as the ambush was sprung, Jocksen and Gregory jumped from: the truck’
with their M-<16 rifles and hit the ditch to the south of the road, Tﬂcy saw
about 20 VG in mixed uniforms km,el:mg behind scme shallow mounds and firing.
The VC se¢omed to be more mtcrested in plugging holes in the truck than firing
at Jacksen and Gregory; scme of the VG were expesing thenselves unconcerncdly
and firing from a standing pesition. A heavy machinogun was also raking the
truck from the woocdline to the south.of the road, dackson and Gregory fired at
the VG to thcir front until they had only half & clip of armunition.leff apicce..
Botween then they had.dropped several VG and the' in¢oming fire had subsided

scmewhat beemise the Keavy machinegin ‘had been neutralized. Thuy decidcd to retﬁrn
to the truck and atterpt to'make a yun for it. .
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- - Upon lezving the truck, Gregory had fergotien to turn off the engino.. : DR &
. Miraculausly, when they returned to it the truck wns still operntiénnl and the i
engine runrning, They noved dom the road throuch 2 ‘l?u..g. of smll awrms {ire for =

about 50 nebers before an RPG-2 reund hit the truck in the rdddle of the drivers
scat. Gregory only aveided being ldlled techuse he was hunched dawn in the seat
in order to aveid small arns fire cnly his eyes peering over the dash vowrd, His
flack jackct protected him from the shrapnel effect of the blast, but he was ’ R ¢
stunned nd lost centrcl of the vehicle, It veured %o the left, ran off the rend, A Sy
and ccnme to 2 hadt aboub 60 meters to the left rear of the tank, Jackson leaped . —
froa the vehicle and tried to get to the tink, but was cut down ridway between tho . "
truck 1< the tank by Viet Cong small arms fire from the scuth, PFC Gregory ’
junped from the truck end as he hit the ground was struck by fire feen o group
of VG stending about 20 meters awey. He fell to the pround and his 45 c"lz.ber
pistol drepped abzut 2 feet fram his body. Still 2live, Grc"o“y decided that

the best ccurse of action vas to play dead, His erdeal of torror had just hequn.,

For what seemed tc him an cternity, PFC Gregory iay beside th tru~k as . T i
the VG fired ot him and the truck thinking that so leng as the V6 wers firing in <. f
his dirccticen they weuld net cose over %o determine if hg were still elive. - L.
Finally the firing cezsed ana 2 group of Viet Cong appreached Gregory. One VG - . E
turned Gregory over on his back and calmly ﬁrw two shots into his left side, : )
He was clrendy So numb with pein tint he did not react physically to this indifnity.
The Viet Cong then sat cn Gregory‘ face »nd rifled his pockets while the-other
VC explored the tragk, As luck weuld heve 1t, the truck carriéd a 55 gallen
dium of CS crystals in ite bed. Scuciime during the {ir ..nb, bullets had penetratod
the CS drum and the tear g3s began Lo permerte the areca in cverwhelning waves.
This drove the V¢ frea the orea, Grogory , beenuse of his low positicn was net | . .
overiy bothered by the bear gis fumes and lapsed inte uncenscicusness, He . 2
awakened slichtly end holf remenbers the tand firing on the opposite side of the
truck. He was rescue¢ by the Twoop ¥ rolicf ferce "bcut 20 rinutes later,

The fcur rear ACAVY's which bere the brunt cf the anbush, had varying
fortuncs, X-14 stopped behind the halted 235 en iruck after the anbush.warning
and teok up ~ temporary firing positicn te the l\, v facing south, K-l cculd not
close upcn the tank to the direct froat o the 2% ton truck becawse «f hewy
recoilless nd RPG-2 fire. The aCAV guickly sustrined an RPG-2 hit on the right
side abcut ridway cn the track, Sgb Dickins:m,the vehicle cermander,then Jumped
fren the TC hatch -aver the drivers comparvmient, seizing thoe driverts H-Lé and,

disappeared te the left of the roxd. His bedy was later found riddled by small . ‘ :%
arms fire, . . Y
SE4 Ates, the driver, and PFC Walker, thc riyht machine gunner, by, natural :
inclinaticn started to fellow Sgb Dickinscn, but were Imecked back inte the ' gﬁ
vehicle by a secend RFG-2 hit, Walker then climbed inte the TG hatel and the 3

whele crow settled devn to the business a2t band, The initisl reund hed come from
the nerth of the read, but the main threat secen <zewlo,ch to the scuth 2s the .
erew ¢.uld sco large nunbers of VO rilling arcund ~nd firing smell arms and RPG-2'e .1
at the ACMVis, Thcre were still many civilians lying prene in the field between X
the two cngaced ferces. One of the most stortling sights was throe smell babics . . Bt
Yying cn ~ bilanket under 2 treo between the firing lines, The greup of VC o '

that had initially e*x,;:-gud frem the rirht had shifted to the rear of the colum .
and had infiltrated the village of SUOL CxT fren which they flrnd on the iCaVts . b
with small arms and RPI-2's, . e L

ACV nunmber K-13 fcillowing ¢éirectly boebind K-1k, was hit by a reezilless
rifle in the first burst cf firing., The enbire crow weos wounded and everyone
disabled except PFC J&ller, a machine gunner. He was lmacked inside the vehicle,
and as he attenpbeu to get up, another recoilless reund hit the left side meounted
machinepun and knocked it off, Miller found 2 box of hand grenndes and sterted
throwing them in an are around the vehicle to prevent the VO from closing with

+ the vehicle. He wculd pop his head cut of the vehicle just long enough to throw

a grenade and thén duck back inte the vehicle as pretection against the intensive . <
small arms fire, Miller saw three VO lying behind 2 mound about 20 meters to his e
stuths Two of them were armed with rifles and cne carrded a radio, HE tried ”
to grenade them bubt could not reach them as his right arm had been severely injurs ‘ 3

by shrapnel, The ACAV was theh hit again by 2 reco:.llg.ss round ond Miller was
blown cut of the vehicls, losing consciouncss. —The next thing he renembers is
. his Troop Cemmander arriving with n‘\o reliof ferce. Ha was the cnly surviver .of .
.. ACAV number K13, 3 5 .
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ACAV number K-17 and ACAV number ‘K-18 were the last two vehicles in the
column, Sgt.Lee, -the vehidle cormantder of K-17 received Pittman's message of
"ambush, ambush, wmbush®, just as he spotted a large number cf VC cn his loft
and alcbted his crow. Ynith the words VG on the left", The crow irmediately
began firing right and left, Lee saw K-13 %nke its initis} recoilless hit in
front of hin and, thinking the vehicle lost, oriered the driver PFC Timberlzke
to meve on through the ambush. k=18 followed ¥-17. s the two ACAV!s passed
K-14 firing from its position to the scuth of tho road, K-18 sustaiied 2
recoilless hit that disabled the vepicle., It greund to 2 he1i dircetly west of
K-1} and tock scveal more recoilless hits, . There. were no.survivers, frem X-18,

K-17 kert moving, SPY4 Farce,, the platoon medic, was maining nchindgun.

He saw VC tc the scuth of the road firing small arms and severzl VG behind o
bern abcut 75 neters fr-m the reed firing crow served sutometic veapens,
He engaged all targets he could see and saw several VG f£all, Civilians were
lying 211 over the ficlds., The small zmms fire was extremcly heavy and accurate,
causing Force to fire threugh his gun-shield ant allewing him enly a very limited
view cf the battlegreund, In moving a distance of AOO neters, the ACAV was hit
L times by RPG-2 rcunds, K-17 had nct suffered mich demage, but the shragnel
fran the last blast had couseéd Forces machinerun tc milfunction nd superficiolly
weunded mest of the crow members. The driver halbed the CW teriporarily,
Forco applicd irmedinte action to his weapon as SP5 Cuntors, the platocn mechanic,
provided covering firc with his M«16 rifle, Force finally give up o the
machinepun and grabbed his M-16 to cngage the numercus VG -to the scuth, Over
the din of battle Forec heard SP4 Willinmscn, the ripbt machine gunner, cry

"hand me aamo"s  Force handed hin a box of 7,62 machinciun amwnunition byb
Williamsen sndd "no; M-16". His machindmun wae incponable Al 5¢,- .

The driver movel the ACAV cut through the awntlet agidn, delging ond
woaving to aveid the hail of anti-t-nk rcckuts diroctud at the track. Sgb Lee
was still firinc his caliber 50 machinciun to thé left and right of the road,
and Force, hiui'\nson, and Centers.were blazing Away with their rifles, while
SPL Wheeler, an-cx-cook newly assigned t¢ the platocn, handed thenm drmo from
inside the vehicle, Howover, K-17 kept susvaining hits. L’J.llian.,on vas hit in bhe
stomach with a burst of shrapnel from an RPG=2 th'xt penctratet the right side-of the
track. Finclly an RPUe2 round penetrated the driver!s compirtmont, xilling the
driver, imberlake and Set Leoe, The ACAV -sbopped. Force leaped up to the tep of
‘the TC .hhtch to attenpt first nid cn Leo, but was knecked off tho track by ancther
RPG-2'round thot hit tho front of the 70 cupols, He was 3ld¢ht}y weunded by
shmpncl, but still held grimly on ta hia 'i*...u. He tried to rogain-the aCAV
but cruld not bocauso of the heavy velmme of smail arms fire dirceted agninst it

Force crawled into the ditel pavralloling the rext and started érawling scuth

ocking for other Gi's, Ho ho'u'r‘ the Ac W. tako at least throc riore RPG-2 hits,

Forco remained alono in tho diteh desparately hoping he weuld not he discovered
by the VG imtid tho roliof column arrived, Ho then returnced b6 K-17 dnd found
Wheelor st4ll alive in tho vehicle and gave him first 2id. -Centers! bedy wis

- feund 25 meters to the rear of the AGAV. 1 riddled by small arms fire,

Tt had initinlly eppoared to LT Boyd that the M48A3 tank M-34 loading the '
main bedy of the column, had besn eritically damaged and abandened by its crew,
This was far from tho enso, The tank was a 1ittlc lato in getbing into the- battle,

" “but whon it did, it made its presence felt. The tank crow had just received
Pittman's warning, and Sgb Wright; the twnk cormm’ur, had netificd SPE Bloncards,,

the driver, of the situaticn, when & yaccilloss round hit the T cupo].a a rlancing
blow. and ddstrpyed thu. caliber 50 machinegun. 4he tonk was, b ut 400 ubters wost
of SUOI RAI- stream at this-time, PFC Loisel;. 2 recmt repl_amant, who had.hever
been uniler firo and disdadned any.real VO threat, wis tank lodder, He was riding
on the tank equipmeht rack and “Was sevorely wounded by the blrst from the ‘first

. recoilldss round.
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The t~nk replied :dth ¢no rcund of 90mm cannister fire toits right side
and continued to roll, It moved another 100 meters before 2 secvm reco:.lless
reund hit the undlerside of the tank's frept slope and knccked Blancarse, the
driver uncenscious. The tahk rolled o the ieft.cf the road anit h1dted.
Simultanecusly, a third round pentrated the front turret lecerating the frice
of 5Pk Nelson, the gunner, and disabling tho com'xliy pounted M=73 machinegun,
hs Loiscl was severely weunded and lying en top of the Sank wikposed to hewy °
smll arms fire, Wiightmwnhandled Ledsel threugh the TO's cupola inte the bank,
Nelson helpet fit Loiscl into the relative sceurity of the Cunncr‘s seat.and slid
over to the londerts pesition just ns snother reedilless rifle rrund teok tHe
loft r".npcflnder cover of f the tank,

By this time, nl11 the tank sights were inoperative because of receilless

hits, Wricht come up from the Tank Commender's cupels <nd saw two VC at a didtince

of abrub 100 meters to the left resr of the tank, Thinking that the tonk's
enbire fire contrel system was destreyed , Woight usod the only wespen. availabley
his -caliber 45 service pistel, The resultx were prevlictnble; he missed, Nelsen
then ce up with his caliber 45 swbnachine mun :nd empbivd two clips of
amunition at the VG with no greater cuccess than Wmfht. At this- time, the
tank was hit by anothor recoilless riflc reund that “pierced the turret weunding |
Loiscl again,

Loiscl became hystbmc'xl and lapsed inte incoherency. Vright drepped intoe
the turret tc check on hin and noticed thet the 90mm gun lisht switches were cn.,
Hoping that the main gun gight fimetion, Uricht yelled to Nel cn, "Lotts try it'r
and traversed the gun until it paralled the s uth side «f the rend poinbing east.
Wright hit the switch and the muin qun fired, Nolsen and Vricht then begsn te
fire south of the road from east tc west iraversing the cun sl:.[;htly after each |
reund until they had campletel an afe covering the scuth of the read, Wnile this
transpired, the tank aufi‘ered fuur er five mere receilless rifle hits, cne of

+ which temporarily blinderdt Nelsen whe Just kept on loading, W-ight was ﬁrin[;

frem his TC override; hewever, Leisel ab cne time came ot of shock long encugh
te fire two rcunds from his punnerts switch,

After cempleting this manowver, Wright came up «nd'begn to cngage targets
of opportunity. Abcut 125 meters 4l rcctl‘/ te his west, stmizht, seuth of the
rcad Wrifht spetted twe VO with a 57ma Kecsilless riflé f’rinn ot the Lonk,
There was no way for him to aim the fun, so he just psinted and fired,’ The
white phosphersus rcund landed ab ut 50 meters short, so vlr:.rht nmadle, a-visual
agjustiment 28 Nelscn loaded a cannister reund anf fired « '~5 . The gun wosition
was destroycd,  The tenk then received 4o mere reunds of RPG-2 fire from tho two

V6 to the loft rear that Uright and Nelsen had previcusly ensaped with their pistol

and submachinegun, ¢ Wright turned the main pun and fired two raunds of connister
at them. ' The tonk recoived no more fire i‘rr.m this direction,

Wright eculd not sec any GI's cn the rond when.he locked cut of the tank,

<A1l he cruld! see were two buraing ACAV's, c¢ne 200 miters to his west ahd ancther

300 moters to his cast.. He also spottel two VO 2f about 150 meters distance,
cressing the road te his dast, c¢rying & litter., He repeated his prwirus
maneuver and fired a cannister rrund -nd ha? the satisfreticn of seeing the VCis
and the litter go flying.. The tank fired twe more times with unknom results

in the gencral directicn frem which it had received reccilless rounds, Befcre
the relief column arrived, VWright culd romatbor firing his 45 pistcl st a V0 in
the ditch.75 meters to his West. When the relief elcnent arrived, Wrirht and
Nelson saw for the first time SSG Jackson's bedy rddway betweeii- then. “The tank:

‘had sustained a total of 14 hits from recoilluss weapens, not includinc numercus

othor glwncing.hits and near misses, Bub the tunk wenld still rud and all the
crow mombers had survived thu battle, although Loisel. dfed of ‘wounds shertly
afterwards,
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As the battle progressod in the vicinity of K-1k, SP4 Valker, no. ninning
the caliber 50, saw & VG caliber 50 firing at the truck and jeep in front of

"him from 2 positicn in the woedline o his §outh. Ho ond PRC Fails cn the left

1460 machinegun tock.it under fire with absut 100 r~unds api :¢2 ond silenced it,
The croew ricticed 2 VO of:icer dressed in fatigue shirt and cam~ullaze trousers
czrrying o 45 pistol follewed by & wemen radic operater cnerge frcn the woodline
to the s: ,uth. As beth Fails and Valker were Z!.o,:xr}mt their wérpons, they.colld not
fire, and the strange pair quickly faded into the weods again, it this time,
the VG vho had infiltrated the village, opened up agnin with RPG-2's and sccred
two glancmb hits cn the bnek ramp but obt'xined no penetration, In quick
succussicn a mortar shell scered a direet hit on the left mechmvfrun, destreying
it and weunding SPh Dickinscon t.hz. grenadier and tomm leader, and heavy emall
arms. fire was directed at the vehicle from both sides of the road,

ALl the crcw members were pinned down by the fire and caidd net operat

their weapenos, Sensing their o')rortunity, fouri VC advanced from the loft and 3
VG advanecd from the right. One VC was dressed in an ARVN uniform ccizplete with
web gear and stecl helmeb. Ancther, the lend men on the right carried 8 M-26
hand grensdss on his belt. In this desperate situaticn, SFk Ates, the vehicle
driver rose to the occasicn. Impleying his driverts poriscope, he thrust and
M-16 from his hatch and fired to the loft and right folling several VU and driving
t.ho rcot backs The crew returned to their positichs and resumd the-battles

Walker noticed the K-18 track thut had stalled in front of his ACAV and sew a.VG
dressed in fatigue trausers and black.shirt and armed with an H-16 elimbing on the
track, . Ho quickly tore him to picces with tho 50 calibw. SP4 Hutchins -was
5t11) alive and fighting on K-18 at this tinme.

A strange thing then happencd, Lt Boyd, h'wing had no cormunications .
since the fight begwn, su'dénly camo over the radio of K-14 isud and.cléar, saying,
Umave cub, love cutlM, It was latér determined that.Beyd had been talking to
his ewn ériver, and by seme chance, had ncczdmtl,/ transmitted this nessoge,

K~14, hewever, ouickly canplied; but immediately tock a reccilless hit that '
penetrated the left sido, wounding bobh. Fails and Walker, Tho AV, howover,

moved out and Boon took another hit frem the loft thrcugh the drivers's compartment

Just as it pssed the tank. Ates, the driver, was hit in-the hand -and fcot and
temporarily lest. control of the vehicle, It swerved to the right, but :fsteq

cuickly rogainett control and sped cn down the road, ilalker remembers sooing

Nelsen firing his submachinecun ab the VG as K-14 passed tho tank.

K-~1/4 continuell down the read -spraying the VO lining the read an® bohind

the meunds bo the left ~n richt of the-road with mchine ath ~nd ¥-16 firo,

The crew ongaged one group of 8 VC carrying threo RFD lipht machinoruns vith
unknown results, Finally, K-l4 was cubt of the ambush, It continued slowdy wost'
on the road for ancther fuw kilemctors until its.enpine quits s the crow
Inoded behind them, Lt Boyd pulled his ACAV up- (ircctly behind then,  He loaded
tho crew on his vehiclo ~nd tock them téthe AUAN LOC dispensary,

The Enginecr jeop following the.X Trcap Mess Truck received tho warning of
Yambush, ambush," cver its vohicle mounted radio. The driver PFG Heppen docided
to moka a run for it.oven thcugh numorcus VG Along the réad and behind the 1éw
mounils beside the road were firing smill arms ot thc Joep. SPL Cruz was riding
"ghotgun, and SP4 Friend was manning the M-60 machino gun meunted in the rear
of the vehiclo, Both men sproyed tho sides of the read with fires Tho dust and
smoke .on the read wore- sd hoavy that nono of tho Joep occupmite could sees They
mmlo it a distance of about 500 metors bofore a recoilless roundt -hit tho right
front of the jeop and smashod it into tho ditch at the right of the road,

Hewpon was killed by smail srms fire at this time, Cruz nnd Frion" wore
hurled frem the jeop-into tho adjacent ficlds Cruz recovored and crawlcd wost
in the diteh until ho was.picked up by Lt Boy(.'s ACAV o its Inftial run through
the ambush. Friend was dazod when ho was thrown frem tho Joop and had same troubls
regaining his senses. Ho went to tho road and saw an ACAV cbout 100 meters to
‘his west, Friend tried to run towerds it and szw two VG behind a-mound of dirt
to his right with rifies aimed ot -him,. He hid his head in.his.orm and ran cn
past thom, Strangely, the VC did not fire, but only looked ab Friend bewildered,
Pridnd ran cn a fow feot nore and found his path blocked by ancther VO carrying
a rifle at sling arms, As he h:\d lost his rifle when tho joep Was dostroyed,
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\ Friond was unarme” except for a hunting knife. He quickly unsheathed it, without
loaing strido and drove it into the VC’B belly with en underhand stroke. The
Ve crunpl on the road, and Fricend hurrio on until he found S7Y Steidl stind= S 3
ing beside h-lO, firing his M~60, Stoidl ane Fricnd werc alse p:.ckcd up b} K-16, ... -

ot

s

. Just o5 R-16 and K-11 had turnod back into-the anbush, severad of the crow PR .
; members of K-16 faintly recall sceing K-l meve past thom healing wosby It L - 2

appeered to them as though 11l the crew menbors wore wounded, RKeLS, stopping .l s
to firo 15 it meved dam the road to the east, socn lost siyht of K-1l, H-16 s
plcked up several wowndled and enpages A large nwaber of VC cn the renl,  Hendrdck=
scn ronerbers prassing two burning ACAV!s, the 23 ten truck ~n?! the Jeep ~s he-
dreve into the ambush, Boyd was “still attempting to.reach his troop head cuarters
¢n his radic 'nt was ¢lling for air and artillery, bub he had negative. radic
cenhoct with anymes The erew sighted lnrge numbers of VO firing ot then from .
beth siedss of the road, The VC, (.reqscd in mixed black pajoma and fotdgue uniformsy
scemet uncencerned andt moved very slewly and deliherately,
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K<16 meves to a positien 8lirhtly cast of the tank, which was cbscured by

smoke oni Just. Neither Boyd nor Hendrickson ccudd sce any sifns of life at
. ’ tais peint, sc the decisicn was made to turn arcund nnt fight their my cut..
#s the ACAV turnes arcund 2 reeoilless round smashed inte its side, wounding
Ecyts hand, Dircetly to the frent of the ACAV Exyd spotted a recoilless-rifle
t with its two min crew attempting to clesc the breech on the weapdn. It was located
i ] Just off the read, Bry? hnd lost pewer in his hand and eeid not fire his. cal- .
D : . iber 50, Hendrickson, newing he h*d to act immecistely, mnnm the ACAV and o
: ’ ran over the rifle, crushing it an? its crew. He spun the ACAV back on the.road
’ and ran over # weunded VO dressed in fatigues whe was dray-ing himself acress the
highways, K-16 then proceeded west throur;x heavy small arms 'm". autematic weapons
fire until it was cloar of the ambush, K16 centinucd wust until it pulled. up
bohind K-~14¢ The wounded crew was loaded into K=16, 'nit it moved wost again until
it met on LBV colwm near the junction of Rastes 1 and 2,

"3

.

As K=1l mrve! dam the roat to the oast ahead of K-16, it sustained cv«,r:‘.l
close~in hits fren RiG-29 5 s, one of vhich entered therear of the vehicle ant L '
Killed Sik Royb~dl 2nd FFC Snenz, Vhen passing the tank, a VG steppod.into the :
rond and fired 2n RiG=2 round head cn into the ACaV, The rcun’. penetrated the R
engine eenpartiient, but the dredver, 874 Christionson kept punning the engine, ;
rolling over the VO, Micway between tho gutted hulks of K<i3.and K-18, another
round struck the tronsmissicn of K=21 ~nd it greund slowly do o halt Just east < ¢
of K-33. During his ride back into the ambush, Pittmon had fipnlly econtacted ' 3‘
GIA RAY ratic rclay anl appraised them of his situation, This was nct the first
notification of cmbush that hed been received, hewover, and a relicf fores was
already on tho way, ‘ -

ag soon a8 the ACAV halted, the crow besan to sbanten thu vehiele hoaling :
for cover behind 2 woodpile, Just scuth of the road, Smrll ~rms fire was condng .o
in n the smnll group from A1 :’:.rect,n.cns, bub Pittnmn realized that -stlvation lay
in unloating enourh weapens il ornmunition from tho vehicle to muke a £ight withe
S0, while Christicnson seizc(. ene of the side muntcd M-80's and lay down covoring
' firo, iittman, ST Edwards, STl Moline, iFC Fuglisi, ~n<t Si'h Brush throw azmune,
» ) ; ition bexes frem the ACAV to the weolpile,
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Thén the .,ix nen setbled down for a last stand, Onc ¥-60 was positicmes
on the richt, covering southwest; the other, on the left, covering northwest,
The remaining four men lay bctwem the machine runs with rifles, The cnemy cculd S 3
not be sccn very clearly bub the small arms fire <ivectesd ot the six GI's ;
was hoavy antt cceurate, Whenever 2 VO fiving pesiticn could be scen, Tittawn o
directed his men to fire wn it with all thoy had, Luckily ‘there wero ne Y6 do i ﬁ%
the oast of them ~nid they coulsd direet the entire attention 16 the wests The L =

moll group feught & teuch and o battle for sbout 20 minutes bofere VC fire : g
bcz'an tc slack, Soen afterwars, the first clements of the relief feree arr ivcd '
an”. thelr fight was over. o

e,
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In retrosgect, it cinot bo said that the pluteen would hove boen saved 4f
cortain thzncs wero done Aifferently, but, after investigaticn two points are. ‘
worthy of discussion. MNumbor one, the cloments of tho platoen lost rodic com= 4

, ‘ , runications with cach cther and censed funotioning as & platoon. Alse, the : aE
. : platoen lost ccmmnicotions with its treop heodauerters, It wes enly by chancs - ) . 4
. . that Lt Boyxi's volce came over the troop not at 0910 exciteddy. aayin Whard right, ‘ . b
. ’ . 1y . —_— N .
;o . * . 3? e © Tego 7 ¢f .8 Tages :
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. . . . &




T

b et T

eysin

TS

et sl i SR RO s T

TCTE T

TR TR o ATt L0

TSRy

TN S € Ty

Gt ghustimne kA

T T T

LT

>0

SYTY

[

i ”

= - — — : |
Lk . ‘ ,. £ :
; L. b hard right; move-cut!", Lt Burr, the trcop exec, speculated from the hlghly o - i
i § . © excited tone.of -his .volce and the ‘fdet that he had ne other comunication.with Co R 5
520 him, that Boyc.was-in an ombush. On this basis aleme, Captain Hoffmwm, the K A 4
S Troop Commancier, cormitied his other two platowms as arelier foree. Terhaps, 3
s oy if 5SG Iittman, the acting platoon sergeant, had becn riding in K~17 the platoon . v I3
i sargeant!s vehicle with its dual radio ca{"’bllitYa he cculd have nctified his . YN
‘i ‘ troop healquarters. of the situation earlicr. As it was the fight had been going ; ;
tf,} on same 15 to 20 minutes before Captain Hoffman received notificatich and comaitted : J
= his rolief feree . H
¥ . Lo p
¥ Number two, both I’ittnzm and Boyd. were. at the head of the-colwm. Thero. ' - o ;
3 3 WwAS ho stron(; directing hand dmong the four-roar ACAV's vho tock the mal writy ‘ ' 3
3 | of tho casualtics. If rittman had béen with the main body rather than the ad- .
vanee guard’ (né place for s platoen sor;;'cart in tho first 1nce), ho micht have o
3, been able te crganize them and soerdinate their mnneuver. ‘However, the Ba tt 2lion . ’ R
wy (+) size ambush and the Inige volume of anbi~armbr wospond employed by the V8 in ! b
i what was basicolly an ambush by fire wcu:’t‘ probably -still hnve overcome any action ) o :
%‘1 the platocn might.have taken. ; N :
%; ' The azbush in itsclf was’ thoroughly planned And deva st‘.tmgly exceuted by' o o
) *the-VC, -Against.z single cavalry ‘platoon, unsupported by éithar air, artillery . e §
i : -or friondly cround forees, the result was o fcregone ccnclusicn, That as many men . I , i -
: survived, ar did is. o tributs-to the courage and mitiativo of ‘the mdiviéu'ﬂ. ) H i :
| American- soldior. ! ) ;
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. INITIiL DEFLOVMENT BY VEHICLE 5D PERSONNEL

MAIN-BODY

a———

neter

Advance
Guard

K10
S5G Pitiman (F1t Sgt)
SPY Steldl
SP4 Brush
5Pk Royball
PFC Pugliei

K-11
PFC Saennz
SP)4 Edwards -
SP. Koline |
SPL Christianson

M3 .
SGT Wright
SP4 Nolscn
SP) Blanearte
PFC Loiscl

K-16
LT Boyd (P1t Ldr)
LT Hendrickson (Engr)
SPL Poornn
5Pl Mace
PFC Honry
5Pl -Shelton

Kelp
5SG Jackson
PFC Miller

K=14
SGT Dickinson
"SP4 . Di.akinson
PFC. Fails
SPL Ates
SP4 Yalker

|

2] =) ] )

) @ Ton)

“K=13
PFC Houser
- SF4 Steichner
SPL.Trelond
PFC Stenley
PFC Miller

K27
SGT Lee
SP) Foree
PFC Tinmberlake
SPL Williomsen
SP5 Centers
SPL Wheeler

K-18 -
T -~ SGP Simpsen
- SP4 HeInnis
SPl, ¥ctherter
SPL4 mukchins
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